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C7 the editor gratefully presents the “compli- 
ments of the season’’ to his very numerous and respect- 
able friends and supporters. If they have been as well 
pleased with him during the past year, as he has been 
with them—both parties may hope to jog on pleasantly 
together in the time to come: the editor contemplating 
no change in his course, desires that his friends may 
make none in their’s. He renews his promises ot fidelity 
and zeal—and they will do what is rightful that he may 
maintain them. In looking back, he sees not much to 
regret--and so he looks forward with confidence, chas- 
tened, he hopes, by the fear of doing wrong, but reso- 
lute in doing right. 





gC? By the free use of our smail type, we have dis- 
posed of much matter for record—and, perhaps, made 
room for about one-half the articles that we had ready 
prepared for the present sheet—some of which cost us a 
good deal of labor, and may become useless from being 
deferred. Well—we ‘‘can’t help it.” 





c= The report of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road 
company to the governor of Maryland, is a triumphant 
exposition—and relates many facts of powerful interest 
to all the people of the United States. It will be found 
ina subsequent page. It is thought that the travelling 
between this city and Frederick, will give employment 
to not less than twenty large stages, next spring—when 
steam power will be permanently introduced. 

The train of wagons which leaves Frederick every day 
at 3 o’clock, now consists of fourteen, and will soon be 
turther increased. It is stated that about 2500 barrels 
of flour, with many other heavy articles, left Frederick 
for Baltimore during the present week. 

The lines of rail roads, now made or making in the 
United States, are about eighteen hundred miles long. 


ear rer Tae aS 


Ohio canal company vs. the Baltimore and Ohio rail 
road company, Archer and Dorsey, judges dissenting. 

This decision against the rail road company was not 
expected. There were five judges onthe bench, two of 
whom dissented from it. If such is the fixed law of the 
land,—future legislatures will do well to use extreme 
caution in grauting acts of incorporation! The power 
which is said to have been extended to the old Potomas 
company, merged in, or transterred to, the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal company, remained dead for very many 
years—and yet it seems that such a power, once grante 
ed, may forbid improvement forever, so far as the 
“rizht of way”? is concerned, 

‘The consequences of this decision are looked to with 
great anxiety~-for it seems that the rail road company 
have no appeal to the supreme court of the United 
States, and there are conditions in the charter of this 
company, by the state of Maryland, as to the line of the 
road, that will cause much perplexity, or involve a 
great expenditure of money. ‘There would be some 
consolation, if that which so much injures us, benefitted 
others—but of this there is no present prospect. ‘The 
board, however, is not discouraged. 

Rail roads in New York.—Applications will be pre« 
sented to the next legislature ot New York tor acts of 
incorporation for twenty five diiferent rail roads, with an 
aggregate capital of forty-one millions of dollars!—Of 
these, however, three are for roads between lake Erie 
and the Hudson, with an aggregate capital of twenty- 
seven millions. 

Rail Road Journal.—The first number of a weekly 
publication, under the above title, has been issued at 
New York. It is published by D. K. Minor, esq. of 
that city, the publisher and part proprietor of the New 
York American. The Joarnal is ornamented with the 
appropriate engraving of a locomotive engine and pas- 





Those which are, with much seeming seriousness, con- 
templated, will extend a greater distance when located; 
and the joint capital of the whole will amount toa mighty 
sum, itis much to be regretted, that, from the want of 
some reasonable arrangement, a part of the surplus funds 
of the U. States may not be invested in such roads, or 
canals, if preferred. Five millions a year, abstracted 
from the public treasury, would probably save the | 
people, in the cost of transportations and time, (which 
is ““money’’), at least so much every year, or yield an 
interest of 100 per cent. In a free government especial- 
ly, the wealth of individuals may be said to pass direct- 
ly into the national power—every citizen making an 
integral part of that power, each being expected, “at the 
call of the law, to rally round the standard of the law, 
and unite in common efforts for the common good.” 
The plan which IL had the honor to submit some time 
ago, that the national government should subscribe a 
third, or a fourth, or a fifth part of the stock in all such 
improvements, not to exceed, however, a certain fixed 
amount in any one year, would greatly encourage the 
making of them; and be free from those objections that 
have been offered to the manner in which appropriations 
for public works have hitherto been made. ‘There is, 
perhaps, no way in which the ‘‘general welfare” can 
be better promoted than in lessening cost and time ex- 











senger car. It is issued on a mammoth sheet in the oc- 


tavo form, and contains a large mass of interesting mat- 


ter on the subject of rail roads and other public improve- 
ments. We have no doubt this Journal will be ably con- 
ducted, and consequently prove a useful publication, 





New rean’s pay happening on Sunday, president 
Jackson, ex-president Adams, and Mr, Clay, received the 
visits ot large number of persons at Washington, on 
Monday. 





Tue Tanirr. It will be seen thaton Mr. Benton’s re- 
solution about alum salt,a brief, but decided debate took 
place, and the reterence of the resolution clearly shews 
the state of feeling in the senate. Because of some 
things that have been stated, we quote the following 
from the National Gazette— 
‘Mr. Clay ‘came out’ decidedly and manfully respect- 
ing the American System. He eulogised it in warm terms, 
and stated, that on a suitable occasion, he would detail 
its advantages. His plan of action is one of compro- 
mise, as to particular points, but of unequivocal support 
of the principle of protection.” 

On the latter point, we well know that Mr. Clay 
will yield nothing—except to the will of the majority, 
He has no desire to “nullity” éhat—it argumentand the 





pended in transportations of persons and commodities; 
and, by the plan proposed, all parts of the union, pos- 
sessed of a sufficient degree of public spirit, would be 
equally benefitted. 

A rail road from lake Erie, midway between Cleve- 
land and Erie, to strike a point on the Ohio river in the 
eastern part of the state, is projected, and will probably, 
be commenced at an early day. 

Battinore and Ohio rail road. On the 4th inst. the 
court of appeals, sitting at Annapolis, reversed the de- 
cree of the chancellor and dismissed the bill of the com- 


righttulness of the cause, shall fail to support it. 

The diveetion given by the senate to Mr. Ben. 
ton’s blauket-bill, leaves not the shadow of a doubt as 
to the course which that body will pursue; shewing a 
settled determination not to sacrifice the principle ot 
protection to manutactures, and in that view is highly 
interesting. 

‘“Hep-noritan!” The “Boston Patriot” says—Cap- 
tain Catesby Jones has been appointed to ihe command 





plainante with eosts,jin No, 274, the Chesapeake and 
Von. XLI.—No. 24. F 


of the U.S. sloop of war Peacock, which, with the new 
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schr. Boxer, are now fitting out at the Charlestown 
navy yard for the Fulkiand Islands and East Indies. 


“ProTrection”—or the ** American System.” It was 
stated in our last, that the president, in compliance with 
an application addressed to him by the ladies of New. 
bern, had given directions for a company of U. S. troops 
to be stationed in this place. The answer of the presi- 
dent to the petition of the ladies, and a letter from the 
secretary of war on the same subject, are as lollows, 

Washington, Dec. 5, 1831. 
To ° 


Ladies ,—On the receipt of the memorial of the ladies 
of Newbern, North Carolina, 1 lost no time in referring 
the same to thé secretary of war, with directions, it cap- 
tain Whiting’s company had been removed from thence, 
to order another company to Newbern for their protec- 
tion and safety. LIherewith enclose the reply of the se- 
cretary of war, ‘That will shew with what promptness 
I bave met the prayer and wishes ot the fair petitioners. 
Be pleased to communicate this to the memorialists, and 
believe me, with great respect, your most obedient ser- 
vant, ANDREW JACKSON, 








~ War department, Dec. 5. 1831. 
The secretary of war has the honor to return to the 
president the letter of the ladies of Newbern, enclosing 
their memorial, and to inform the president, that cap- 
tain Whiting’s company was sometime since withdrawn, 
but that another has this day been ordered from Old 
Point Comfort to supply its place. 
[Newbern Sentinel. 





Corron manvractures. A South Carolina paper 
states that the Waltham company averages 84 per cent. 
on its capital, the Merrimac 7 1-8, the Hamilton LOog— 
the Lowell 6. Surely, these dividends cannot be thought 
extravagant. For the two last years, the cotton manu- 
facture has been regarded a good business—three years 
ago it wasa bad one; and now, because of over-produc- 
tion or the pressure for money, the profits are much 
less than they were. ‘The capital vested in such facto- 
ries should yield at least 10 per cent. to meet casusltics, 
encourage enterprise, and reward industry and talent. 





Correr. An idea prevails that the production of cof- 
fee is not equal to the present demand, and large quanti- 
ties of it have been stored in Europe and the United 
States, for higher prices. ‘The stock in England is very 
large—but that at Antwerp is said to be 25,000,000 

ounds less than at the same date last year! Lt is lively 
in the West Indies—and, at Havana, was in request xt 
94 to 12 cents—equsl to the price in the United States 
when the duty was five cents, which is now only one 
cent perlb. There is a great deposit of coffee at Sulem, 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and other ports, and 
large quantities have lately arrived from the East ladies, 
or are on their way—600 fons in one ship. Indeed, some 
say that our merchants have the present command of the 
coffee market; and there are persons who seem to be- 
lieve that it will go up to 20 cents per Ib. We shail 
see. 

How dull must be those who cannot see in such ope- 
rations the effect of scarcity and supply, on price? Had 
the duty on coffee been advanced to 10 cents a pound, in- 
stead of reduced to one cent,—what ‘‘iree trade”? man 
jis there who would not have asserted that the ‘‘tax”? wus 
the cause of it—and yet it might as well be said that the 
moon is a green checse. 





Specie. The Journal of Commerce says—the ad- 
vance of about one per cent. in the price of specie in the 
London market, we hear attributed to the considerable 
purchases made by persons alarmed by political events. 
I'he advances will probably cause some shipments to be 


made early in January. In the meantime, the arri- 


» vals are more than equal to the probable shipments.— 


Two vessels from Vera Cruz, have brought nearly 


$100,000. 





'* The letter is addressed tu the three first signers o! 


* the petition,’ 








Goxn. The business of gathering gold is greatly ex. 
tending in the south, and appears to yield a fair profit on 
labor and capital. We have no correct idea of the ag- 
gregate vslue produced, but suppose that it must be 
two or three millions a year. Some of the mines are 
said to be the richest that are known im any part of the 
world, The chief quantity is obtained by mining, pro- 
per; much gold, however, seems to have been deposited 
while ina state of fusion, and the washings of the beds 
of rivulets afford a considerable amount. 





Mr. E. Everett, hasbeen presented, by the Ame- 
rican Institute at New York, through the hands of gen. 
Tallmadge, its president, with a splendid gold medal, 
in testimony of respect for bis patriotic address deliver- 
ed 14th Oct. 1831. 





REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. We see that 
the ground taken by Mr. Cass, concerning the Indian 
tribes, is warmly contested in some of the papers. But 
the fate of this people is **sealed”—s}l on the eastern 
side of the Mississippi are to be Aurried from the tombs 
of their ancestors, unless suffering themselves to be in- 
corporated in the states; and the best efforts that ean be 
made in their behalf, we are forced to believe, are such as 
shall most lessen the amount of privation and suffering 
to which they are exposed. It is clearly decided that they 
have no righis—because they have not power to defend 
them! They are rapidly declining in population, and will 
soon pass away—but history will tell the story of their 
wrongs, and say, that nota remnent was saved to shew 
the sincerity of our professions that the benefits of ci- 
vilization might be extended to them: that our system 
was Only a system of torce. 





Bank or THE Unirep Sratrs. From the Untied 
States Telegraph, of December 31. 

*‘Nothing but the sign manual of Andrew Jackson 
himself to sucha bill, can overcome the strongest con- 
viction we entertain he will sign no such bili.” 

So says the Richmond Enquirer. 

Now mark what says the New York Enquirer, the 
special organ of the ‘their apparent!” The oracle of 
the deity whom Mr. R. worships. 

The New York Enquirer says: 

‘In the foregoing extracts we have the material parts 
of the several messages of general Jackson, relating to 
the bank of the United States. ‘The very favorable 
view of the subject taken in his last message, and his 
wise determination to leave the snbject to tan enlight- 
ened people and their representatives’, has been ina mex 
sure rendered nugatory, by an editorial artiele in the 
Washington Globe; which, by the enemies of the presi- 
dent, and those professing to be his fricnds who are in- 
terested in arraying him against the bank, has been re 
presented to convey the opinions and views of the execu- 
tive. It has always been the aim of our political oppo 
nents to hold the president responsible for the sayings 
of the Globe; but that paper and all who are sincere in 
their attachment to the venerable chief, have taken espe- 
cial pains to avert trom him any such responsibility. 
What shall we think then of those who, from opposi- 
tion to the bank, are industrious in producing the im- 
pression that the remarks referred to were intended to 
be considered expressive of the feelings and views of the 
executive? The use which has been made of the arte 
cle in question, and the total want of principle by those 
who could be induced thus to pervert its obvious mean- 
ing, compel us to say, that we know from the most un- 
questionable authority, the artwle referred to was not 
published with the knowledge of the president—express- 
ed merely the private opinions of Mr. Blair—and wis 
penned by him without knowing at the tine 1HaT TUE 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURE HAD BEEN 
SUBMMITTED TO THE PRESIDENT PREVIOUS TO ITS 
TRANSMISSION TO CoNGRESS. Mr. Blair had an unques- 
tioned right to say all that he did, and we doubt not but 
he has witnessed with regret the evident perversion of 
his intentions, by attributing his remarks to the execu- 
tive of the United States, or inducing the belief that 
they were written at hrs request. Having, as we trust, 
shown that the language of the president in his last mes- 
sage—language used ufier readiog Mr. McLane’s re- 
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port—is the latest expression of his views on the sub- 


ject of re-chartermg the United States’ bank, we will 


now proceed to review that language and its meaning, as 
compared with the opinions previously expressed by the 
same high lunctionary.”’ 

We have waited to see what notice Mr. Ritchie would 
take of this official annunciation of atact which Mr. Rit- 
chie has denied to be true. Does no one understand 
why it is that Mr. R. denounces us as unworthy ofall 
credit, for saying that which the New York Courier as- 
serts without being censured? 

Is this the way to preserve the liberty and indepen- 
dence of the press? Does Mr. R. believe what the 
Courier and Enquirer says to be true? If so, why does 
he denounce the Telegraph? Doves he believe the state- 
mentin the Courier to be false? If so, why 1s he silent? 
Is this vigilant sentinel on the watchtower? Fie, Mr. 
Ritchie, fie!! Is this the way that you would win a Fo- 
HEIGN MISSION? 





“THE CABINET.”” The ‘National Intelligencer” of 
Saturday last suys—It is understood, that of the higher 


appointments made by the president of the United States | 
during the recess of congress, those of Mr. Secretary | 


Hoodbury, and Mr. Attorney general Taney, have 
been conlirmed by the senate; and thatthe residue have 
not yet been acted upon. There is much speculation 
asto the result on the nominations of Messrs. Living 
ston and McLane; especially the latter, whose tate 
seems Linked with that of Mr. Van Buren, because of 
the instructions, and acts under them, concerning the 
British West India trade. The nomination of James 
Buchanan, ot Pennsylvania, as minister to Russia, has 
just been valificd, 

Woot. The New York American Advocate mentions 
adecline in the price of wool—and estimates that 17,000 
bales, or 6,000,000 Ibs. of foreign wool, were imported 
into the United States in the year just ended. Such 
was the consequence of the speculations that we have se- 
veral times spoken of; they very extensively injured 
those engaged in them, and the public—but wisdom, 
pechaps, may be gained trom experience, though her 
school is a **dear one.”’ 

The “Advocate”? says—the quantity of wool in the 
country is believed, by those most capable of judging, to 
be more than enough to supply the machinery of the 
country until shearing. In addition to the ample supply 
held by dealers, much is yet im the hands of growers, 
who were not willing, in May,to have taken 70 to 80 
cents per pound, and some even refused 94 cents, be- 
cause they had made up their minds to have a dollar 
per pound, 


American Saxony, fleece, 60 a 65 
Full blood merino .. 50 a 55 
Half and quarter... 45 a 50 
Native and qr. blood merino fleece, 42 4 45 
Pulled lambs, No. 1, 44 a 48 

do. No. 2, 34 a 37: 

Foreign wool. 

Spanish hat wools, 50 a 90 
Saxony, 50 a 75 
South Down fleece, 40 a 43 
Smyrna, No. 1, 55 a 36 

do No.2, 3l a 35 
Mexican, 2U a 23 
Buenos Ayres, 12a 13 





Boston. The editors of the “‘Courier,”’ warm friends 
f the successful candidate for the office of mayor, 
Murles Wells, esq. says that city “will be obliged to 
‘endure the disgrace of having a mechanic for its mayor’ 
‘or the next year, after all the labor of the Jackson par- 
J, the tree trade party, the workingmen’s party, the an- 
Masonic party, the independent party, and the frag- 


man” says that he was not the ‘Jackson’ candidates 
being decidedly oppesed to the administration; but that 
the *‘Jackson democrats” preferred and supported him, 
with a large portion of other persons. 





Manrtanp. On Tuesday, the 26th ult. Richard 
Thomas was elected speaker of the house, he receiving 
43 votes, ZL. D. Teackle 2 votes, and 15 of the ballots 
(the admimistration votes) being blank. George G. 
Brewer was appointed chief clerk of the same body. — 

In the senate, Benjamin S. Forrest was chosen presi- 
dent, and Joseph HU. Nicholson chief clerk. 

Norrnu Carormna. From a recapitulation of the 
treasurer’s report, which has been sent to the assembly, 
we find the following balances of cash to have been in 
‘his hands on the Ist of last month, viz: 
Amount as public treasurer, 

As treasurer for internal improvement, 
| As treasurer for the literary fund, 





$33,022 99 
7,944 19 
75,025 96: 





Aggregate, 115,993 15 


‘TENNESSEE STATE BANK. If the Yankees know how 
‘to get clear of their wooden nutmegs, by deceiving the 
senses of the purchasers, they have their match in sun- 
‘dry officers of the Tennessee state bank, or some other 
‘persons who have abstracted its funds, and left no trace 
‘of them behind. The Argus says:—The affairs of the 
institation are without a parallel. A large amount has 
| been substracted:—and not only have all attempts to re- 
cover it been frustrated, but even the persons who ob- 

tained it, and who should be accountable for its return, 
jare unknown to the public. Itis known that the money 
has been illegally withdrawn; but what is much to be 
| wondered at is, that, owing to the family influence of the 
| offenders, public sentiment and even attempts at inves- 
i tigation by the legislature, are successfully put at defi- 
ance. 





CriimaTeE OF Frorniva. The following account of the 
temperature ot the air in Florida, during part of the Jate 
severely cold weather here, is communieated to us, 
(says the National Intelligencer), by a gentleman resid- 
{ing at Micauopy, in that territory: 

State of the thermometer at Micauopy, E: F. 


Morn Noon Eve 

Nov. 25, 50 66 61 
26, 57 71 63 

27, 48 54 52 

28, 34 55 56 

29, 48 72 69 

30, 58 74 70 

Dec. 1, 54 64 70 
2, 54 60 62 


For Arnica. The ship James Perkins has just sailed 
from Norfolk for Liberia, with emigrants—eighty of 
them manumitted slaves from Souchampion. They were 
well provided, and reported as being valuable persons. 
Their accommodations for the voyage appear to have 
been excellent. 





THE INFLUENZA has caused the loss of many valua- 
ble lives in our chief cities. It has passed through some 
entire families—none escaping. Abstinence, and a close- 
keeping within a mild temperature, seem to be the best 
remedies for this disease. Irregularities and exposures 
make it fatal. 





Orpnancr. According to the annual report from the 
ordnance office, the work performed at the several arsee 
nals and armories, in the year ending 30th September 
last, was as follows:—110 gun carriages and equipments, 
997- holsters, about 830 setts of accoutrements for small 





ments of all the parties.”? 
Baltimore has been in the same state of “disgrace” 
or several years—the last and the present mayor be- 
§ practical mechanics, at the time of their elections, 
dsince, We do not know, however, that the public 
vice has suffered because of these things! 
The vote at Boston was for Mr. Wells 3,316, gen. 


arms, have been made at the arsenals; and that 16,741 
small arms have been cleaned and repaired, and 26,481 
muskets and their appendages, have been manufactured 
at the aational armories. Of these, the army and ma- 
rines have obtained 54 field gun carriages, 33 field guns, 
2,209 complete muskets, and about 700 sets of accoutre- 
ments for small arms. The militia have procured, under 





yman 2,389—a very worthy gentleman. The “States- 


the act of 1808, for arming and equipping the militia, 58 
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six pounder cannon, 103 field carriages with equipments 
complete, 150 sets of timber for gun carriages, and 
10,230 stands of muskets and rifles. The total number 
of the militia is given at 1,262,315 [1,756 being of the 
District of Columbia]: and the total of arms delivered to 
the militia during the year, is 1 brass mortar, 47 iourteen 
pounder cannon, 22,575 muskets, 6,463 r fes, 2,913 pise 
tols, 921 artillery and non-commissioned officers’ swords, 
1,461 cavalry sabres, and the necessary accompaniments 
of caissuns, harness, accoutrements, belis, tioisters, and 
cartridge boxes, [Vat. Jour, 


LEAD MINES. 
ed Siates lead mines, at Fever river and Missouri, dur- 
ing the year, is 6,449,080 pounds. In 1829, the amount 
was 14,541,310 pounds. ‘The rents of these mines are 
paid in lead; and in January, 1830, they were redueed 
from 10 to 5 per cent. in the amount of lead made. Yet 


there was, last year, less made by 8,091,230 pounds, than 
there was in the year 1830. [ibid. 


ARMY DEATHS AND DESERTIONS. 


‘‘Cause or THE Greexs.”? Much is said in the p:- 
pers about guthering money in the United States, to 
raise up a college in Greece! There are thousands of 
persons in Maryland, Virginia, and other states, who 





The amount of lead made at the Unit-| 


need education as much as the Greeks. Charity is not 
constrained—but he that provideth not for his own house- 
hold is worse than an infidel. The motive, perhaps, is 
cood, but the direction a bad one. 


Free NEGROES. The contemplated arrangements in 
several of the slave-holding states, (without the shadow 
of right, or reason, on the subjeet, so far as we are in- 
formed), to cast out their free persons of color respec- 

tively, have roused the attention of the people in some 
of the non-slave-holding states; ncr will Maryland re- 
ceive those of Virginia, or Virginia those of North Caro- 
| lina, or either ot the slave-holding states any from 
| elsewhere—euch having the same disquietudes, and op- 
| pressed with the same real or imaginary burthen or 
| cause of fear; though, so far, :t isto the great credit of 
| the free people of eclor that they have rather acted in 


The number of! defence of, than against, the white population, in dis- 
deaths in the army during last yea, is 126; of which 


ovo | 


a 


were from intemperance, and 21 from consumption. 
The desertions during this year, amounted to 1,450.— 


The annual loss by each desertion, is estimated at $81 60. 


: ; : 
It is suggested that an increase of pay to this amount 


might remedy this evil, { Loid, 


Fuei1tives. Our papers have teemed with accounts 
of the flight of robbers and thievesfrom England to the 
United States. These adventurers generally make a bad 
business of it—being caught and re-exported. We ce- 


sire that Mr. Bull will keep his thieves, as weil as| 
his paupers, and his fustians and calicoes, at home. | 


We like not ‘‘tree trade”’ ineither. Suppose, we send 
him afew cargoes of worn-out negroes, in return tor 
his many ship loads of paupers? We don’t like to 


owe Mr. Bull any thing. Let there be a reciprocity be- 
tween Jonathan an: John. 


Wasatnoron. It has been observed that Washington 
seldom smiled and never laughed. ‘his, however, is 
not correct. I was informed the other day, by a gentle- 
saan venerable for his age and information, that he had 
seen Washington nearly convulsed with Jaughter. One 
instance le mentioned with a great degree ot sang froid. 
At the time that our troops were encamped at Cam- 
bridge, information was received at head quarters that 
the English were about leaving Boston to give them bat- 
tle. All was bustle and confusion. 
strolling over the town, and the officers were but illy 
prepared for the approaching rencounter. Some of the 
generals were calling for their horses, and others for 
theit arms, and among the rest was general Green, at 
the bottom of the stairs, bawling to the barber for his 
wig-~ bring my wig, you raseal; bring my wig. Gene- 
val Lee dwerted himself and the company at the expense 
of Green. ‘Your wig is behind the looking-glass, sir.”’ 
At which Green, raising his eyes, perceived by the mir- 
ror that the wig was where it naka be—on his head. 

Washington, in a fit of laughter, throwed himsell on 
the floor, and the whole group presented rather a ludi- 
crous spectacle. However grave the commander-in- 
chief may have been in general, the reader will surely 
excuse the illustrious Washington in this deviation from 
his usual character, [Vermont Courier. 

Mr. Preasants. It will be recollected that this gen- 
tleman’s case made a large figure in the famous book on 
“retreachment,”? concocted at a late session of con- 
gress. He thus goads his accusers~and may add ano- 
ther like case, if he pleases: 

‘“‘We may, perhaps, be suspected, and we confess 
not without some reason, of defending Mr. Randolph 
through interested motives, seeing the close affinity be- 
tween our respective trips to St. Petersburg and Buenos 
Ayres! A fellow teeling makes us wondrous kind, and 
nobody ought to wonder, that, pelted as we have been 
by Jacksonians for six years, on account of that famous 
expedition to the La Plata, we should wish, Teucer 


like, to take shelter behind the seven-fold shield of Mr. 
Randolph.” 


The soldiers were | 


| turbed parts of our country. 


| We reter to this matter just now becanse of the fo}- 
_ lowing proceeding in the legislature of Pennsylvania— 

and that, in legislating free people of color out of any 
| of the states, some may be induced to ask, where shall 
they find a place of retuge? Shall they be hunted from 
| state into state like wild beasts, merely because of the 
, unfortunate color of their skins? 

In the house of representatives of Pennsylvania, on 
the 17th ult. Mr. Vansant offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was Iaid on the table: 

Whereas, ‘Vhe states of Virginia and Maryland are 
‘about to pass some p+ nal enactments for the purpose of 
| expelling their free black population from their respee- 

tive states, amounting to the number of about 123,000; 
| whereby the adjoiming states, without some countervail- 
ing provision by law, must be over-run, by an influx of 
ignorant, indolent and depraved population, most dan- 
| gerous to the peace, rights and liberties of our citizens, 
and tending to undermine the fundamc¢nta! principles ot 
| the republic. —Therefore, ; 
| “Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary sys 
_tem, be instrueted to inquire into the expediency of 
| passing a law to protect the good citizens of this com- 
monwealth against the evils arising from the emigration 
of free hlacks, from other states, into Pennsylvania,” 
‘THE COLORED PorPULATION. The best judgment of 
the people of Virginia and some of the other southern 
states, 1s earnestly exerted to discover what may be 
done with the colored population. It is a subject that 
must be grappled—a retuss«l to consider it will not pre- 
vent its accumulating force to do evil—it ‘let alone.” 
But the public attention, we think, is unfortunately chiel- 
ly called to the free blacks. The elements of mischic/, 
we apprehend, are not so much in them asin the slaves. 
The first have some and powerlul motives to behave 
well, which cannot have influence over the second, whe 
tempted to commit outrages on white persons. 

Large numbers of liberated negroes have lately been 
sent from Virginia to Liberia, ‘The eolony is not pre- 
pared to receive one half that would be sent out in the 


present state of the public feeling—nor can it be, witl- 
out much increased means. 




















ANOTHER INSURRECTION. The Western Freeman 
[published at Shelbyville, Tenn.] of the 6th ult. has the 
tollowing:— 

**We have been credibly informed, that there has been 
a considerable excitement among the citizens of Fayctte- 
ville, Tenn. within a few days past, in consequence of 
the discovery of a plot, among the negroes of that place 
and its vicinity, for an insurrection, all the particulars of 
which we have not yet learned. ‘The plot was discover” 
ed by a female slave, who, it appears, had honesty 
enough to communicate the hellish designs of the blacks 
lo some white person, perhaps her master. ‘Their ob- 
ject was (o set fire to some building, and amidst, the con 
fusion of the citizens, to seize as many guns and 1m- 
plements of destruction as they could procure, and com- 
menee a general massacre. Many of those, who wer 
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engaged in this infernal conspiracy, have been slashed 
with all the severity, which the iniquity of their diabo- 
lical schemes, 89 gustly deserved.” 

“Brack List.”” The New York Courier and En- 
quirer have a placard er broad-sheet just imported from 
England, which presents at one view the names of the 
peers who voted against ‘the bill,” and the ‘fannual 
amount of pickings,” which they and their families re- 
ceive. The total is £2,161,867. ‘*We will leave the 
world to judge,” says the handbill, “whether this way 
of distributing the labor of the people, is the best cal- 
culated to do good or evil tu the country. No doubt 
they dreaded the result of a reformed parliament; there- 
fore joined heart and hand to destruy the people’s 
rights by opposing the reform bill.” 

EMIGRATION To Canapa. ‘Ihe following is a schedule 
of the arrival of vessels and passengers, from Great Bri- 
tain, ot Quebec, for the last 5 years: 


Vessels, Passengers. 
1827 602 16,862 
1828 701 12 697 
1829 863 13,357 
1830 857 24,591 
1831 962 49,062 


The last year is only brought to October 25th. 


Edmund Christian, of Virginia, to be marshal of the 
United States, for the eastern district of Virginia, vice 
John Pegram, deceased, 

Abia: Sharpe, of Pennsylvania, to be marshal of the 
United States, for the eastern district of Pennsylvania, 
vice George LB. Porter, appomted governor of Michigan 
terriory. 

James Points, of Virginia, to be marshal of the Unit- 
ed States for the western district of Virginia, vice Ben- 
jimin Reeder, 

Ilenry D. Gilpin, of Pennsylvania, to be attorney o 
the United Siatesefor the eastern district of Pennsylvania 
vice George M. Dallas, resigned, 

Nicholas Biddle, Joshua Lippincott, John T. Sullivan, 
of Pennsylvania, J. Campbell, of New York, and Hugh 
McElderry, of Marylaud, to be directors of the bank of 
the United States, 

John Spencer, to be receiver of public moneys for the 
distr et of lands subject to sale at Fort Wayne, in the 
state of Indiana, vice Jonathan McCarty, resigned. 
Francis Baylies, of Massachusetts, to be charge des 
affaires to Baoenos Ayres, vice Mr. Forbes, deceased. 
Johu Nelson, of Maryland, to be charge des affaires 
io Naples. ; 
— Davezac, of Louisiana, to be charge des affaires 
to the Netherlands, 

Cotp comrort. We have heard it remarked that no 
winter has commenced with so much rigor as the pre- 





Law caskE—interesting. We are indebted to a friend 
for the following report of a case lately decided in the 
supreme court of this county, whichis of some import- 
ance to the mercantile community. Boston Cour. 

Hastings et. al. v3, Pepper, This was an action 
upon a bill of lading signed by the defendant, master o! 
the brig Mexican, by which he acknowledged to have 
received at Philadelphia, for account and risk of the 
plaintiffs, a box containing a quantity of the oil of cloves, 
put up in a glass bottle and packed with straw into said 
box, and the box was marked, in addition to the initials 
to the plaintiffs’ firm, glass with care, this side up.” 
Said box was proved to have been delivered to the de- 
fendant at the wharf in Philadelphia in good order. 
On the arrival of ssid vessel at Boston, the bottle was 
found to be broken and its contents bad run out upon 
the teas whereon it was stowed in the hold of said ves- 
sel, and the marked side of said box was not upwards, 
but upon the side, so that the bottle instead of standing 
upon its bottom lay upon iis side. The court decided 
that as thecarriage is a matter of contract, and us the 
owner hasa right to judge for himself what position is 
best adapted to carrying goods of this description with 
safety, and to direct how they shall be carried, and the 
carrier has a right to fix his own rete for the carriage, 
or refuse altogether to take the goods with such direc- 
tion, if the carrier accepts the goods for carriage thus 

marked, he is bound to carry the goods in the manner 
and position required by the notice upon the box; the 
storage of the box, contrary to directions, is such negli- 
gence in the carrier that he is bound to pay the loss, 
unless he can prove clearly that the loss was not occa- 


sioned, in whole or in purt, by such disregard of the 
directions. 


_ “Canton.” This is the name of a tract of land ad- 
jacent to and S. E. of the city of Baltimore, bounding 
on the Patapsco river. A company, with a large ecapi- 
~ tal, was somctime since turmed to improve the ground, 
erect buildings and wharves, and sell out lots, &c. A 
great deal of work has been done in the way of leveiling 
hills and filling up, or draining, svamps—and, at present, 
we are receiving a large supply of wood from Canton, 


the cutting and hauling of which employs many hundred 
persons, 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
the advice and consent of the senate. 

Micajah ‘f, Williams, of Cincinnati, to be surveyor 
Seneral of public lands, in the states of Ohio, Indiana 
and Michigan territory, vice Williaun Lytle, deceased. 

Hore Browse Trist, of Louisiana, to be surveyor ge- 
neral of public lands, in the state of Louisiana, vice 


By and with 


sent, since 1798. By reference to the file of our paper 
of that year, we find that on the 18th Nov. a violent 
snow storm commenced, which continued with little 
intermission for four days. ‘The quantity of snow 
which fell seemed almost ineredible, and the oldest 
persons assert that they never knew such a storm 680 ear- 
ly in the season.’ 

“The country posts inform that they were obliged to 
ride threugh fields for miles together—and in some 
places where paths had been shovelled the snow on 
both sides was as high as their heads when on horse- 
back!’ In some instances arches were made under the 
snow for entrances to houses. 

In the paper of April 6, 1799, we find the following 
extract from a Portland paper of March 26, 

‘Here in the District of Maine we have had above for- 
ty heavy snow storma, since the 18th Nov. and we yet 
feel all the severity of winter. A great quantity of 
snow covers the earth, and from appearances we may 
be led to anticipate good sleighing until May or June! 
So severe a winter has not been experienced since 1784., 
{ Portsmouth Gaz. 


« 





FOREIGN NEWS. , 
Arrivals at New York bring Liverpool advices to the 
17th November, inclusive, 


ENGLAND. 

Rumors of an intended resignation of the ministers 
had prevailed for several days, though contradicted by 
the Courier. ‘the indecision in the policy of the minis- 
try had, it was thought, strengthened the opposition. 
The hope of passing the reform bill by conversions 
among the lords, is admitted by that paper to be fallaci- 
ous—twelve being the largest number of changes in far 
vor of it, end there being three or four that formerly 
supported the bill who will now oppose it. Further dee 
lay in the creation of new peers, with a view of carrying 
the measure, is condemned, 

The alarm about the colera had greatly subsided, al- 
though there has been an increase of cases at Sunder- 
land, and one bad present d itself at Neweastle—it being 
considered generally to be of domestic, and not foreign 
origin; though the London Courier has no hesitation in 
pronouneing it the Asiatic cholera, modified and chang- 
ed by the climate of England, 

Mr. O’Connell had proposed to furm a grand national 
unioa, with a view of giving effect to the expression of 
opinion on political subjects. 


FRANCE. 
The peerage bill had not yet been presented to the 
house of peers, Its passage in that body was duubt- 








Joshua Buker, resigned, 

















ed, unless new peers were created, which project pre- 
A debate recently occur. 


sented serious difficulties. 
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red in the chamber of deputies on the subject of minis- 
ters having received the sons of marshal JVey into the 
Freneh army, from a foreign service. The propriety of 
which measure was conceded by the chambers, 

The minister of marine had despatched telegraphic in- 
formation to all the sea-ports, directing the most rigid 
quarantine to be enforced upon all vessels coming from 
England, to avoid the introduction of the cholera. 

BELGIUM AND HOLLAND. 

Some uneasiness was felt in consequence of the con- 
tinued silence of the king of Holland upon the subjeet of 
the approval of the treaty between these two powers, and 
a report that he had appealed to the emperor of Russia 
—it was, however, thought that he would ultimately ac- 
gede to the terms of the treaty. 

SPAIN. 

There had been some movements in the army ol 
Spain, which had given rise to active speculations among 
the political circles of Paris, as to the objects of Ferdi- 
nand, 

RUSSIA AND PULAND. 

There is nothing trom these countries, except the of- 
ficial report of prince Paskewitsch, of the storming and 
«apture of Warsaw. ‘The whole loss of the Russian 
army is computed at 3,000 killed, including 63 officers, 
and 7,500 wounded, including 445 officers. 

TURKEY. 

There had been an rendre een phenomenon in Con- 
stantinople. After an uncommonly sultry night, threat- 
ening clouds rose about six in the morning of the Sih of 
October in the horizon to the south west, and a- noise 
between thunder and tempest was heard, and yet not to 
be compared with either—it increased every moment, 
and the inhabitants, roused from their sleep, awaited 
with anxjous expectation, the issue’ of this threatening 
phenomenon—lumps of ice soon fell, as large ws a man’s 
foot, falling first singly, and then like a shower of stones, 
whieh destroyed every thing that they came in contact 
with. Some of these were picked up an hour afterwards, 
which weighed above a pound, 

‘This dreadful storm passed over Constantinople and 


along the Bosphorus, over Therapia, Bujukdere, and 
Belgrade, and the fairest, nay, the only hope of this 
beautiful and fertile tract, the vintage, just commenced, 
was destroyed ina day. Avimalsof all kinds, and even 
some persons, are said tu have been killed; an innumer- 
able quantily are wounded, and the damege done to the 


houses is incalculatle. Besides that, scarcely a window 
has escaped in all the country. ‘The force of the falling 
masses of ice.was so great that they broke to atoms all 
the tiles on the roots, and shattered, like musket balls, 
planks half an inch thick. Since that day the rain has 
not ceased to pour down in torrents, and, from the slight 
way in which the houses are built, almost wholly con- 
sisting of windows, and with very flat rools that have 
nothing to keep off the wet besides tiles, innumerable 
families are not much more comtortable than in hivouac. 


TWEN TY-SECOND CONGRESS—I1st SESSION, 
SENATE. 

December 30. Several petitions of a private character, 
an others relative tu the public lands, were presented 
and referred. 

Mr. Huyne reported a bill regulating the duties and 
providing for the compensaiion of pursers in the navy. 

Mr. Johnston obtained leave to introduce a bill to au- 
thorise the inhabitants of the state of Louisiana, to enter 
the back lands—twice read and referred. 

The Vice President laid betore the senate sixty co- 
pies of a map of the north eastern boundary, now in 
dispute between the U. States and Great Britain—trans- 
mitted by the secretary of state, in conformity with a 
wesolution of the senate. The letter accompanying the 
same, bemg read, 

Ou motion of Mr. JJolmes, it was resolved, that five 
hundred additional copies of the engraved impression 
ot the disputed boundary, be furnished by the secretary 
wl state, for the use of the senate. 

‘The bill to abolish the duty on alum salt, having re- 
ecived its second readimg, a motion was made by Me. 
Benton to reter it to the comunittee on finanee. 

Mr. ZétckKersoun moved to refer the bill to the com- 
duilice OM apanulactures—sa) ing: 











——— 


*‘[n relation to manufacturers, it was of high impor. 
tance. It was a question whether the poliey of protec. 
tion in regard to this article should be sbandoned.— 
Though the bill embraced only that kind of salt which 
was obtained by evaporation with solar heat, yet in its 
effects, it extended also to that sort which was obtained 
by evaporation with fire. It affected the whole subject 
ol manufacture of salt, and aimed at its total destruction, 

Mr. Clay.—*Vhis was not a time to discuss the sub- 
ject of the bill; but he would remark that, in his opi- 
nion, it was inexpedient to legislate on this subject 
again, without waiting to see the operation of the bill of 
the last session, It was a subject of the greatest impor- 
tance; for salt, he said, belonged to those essential ur. 
ticles of manufacture which it became us to foster by 
legislation. He was aware of the necessity of adapting 
the revenue of the country to the wants of the country, 
upon the extinction of the public debt, and he was ready 
to consider the debt as extinguished, and to proceed at 
once to the formation of the system on which the re- 
venue was herealter to be based. But if single articles 
are tuken up, and, one by one, referred to the committee 
on finance, it would deprive us of an opportunity to 
form any system upou a general view of the whole 
ground. He wished that salt, iron, molasses, hemp, 
cotton, leather, all the essential articles of manufacture, 
might be embraced in one view.”? 


Col. Benton **ealled on the American senate, who 
were willing to relieve the people—and, he said, no 
people in the world, except the English, were so heavi- 
ly taxed as we were, and this was the opinion of ‘l'alley- 
rand—he called on every member to luok at the practi- 
cal consequences of this odious and oppressive tax. On 
the same principle on which we retained the duty on 
salt, we might also retain every other duty. If it be 
proposed to reduce the duty ou worsted stuff goods, an 
article of universal use, it will be objected to, because 
it will diminish the consumption of woollens. If the 
reduction of the duty on tea be proposed, it will be ob- 
jected to, for the reason that it will diminish the con- 
sumption of mush and milk, &c, The doctrine might 
be carried to that extent, and the whole burden will be 
keptup. The greatest sensibility was felt and express- 
ed towards the interest of manulactares. He hoped he 
felta proper interest in that braneh of industry; but he 
also felt the same interest in agricultural, commercial 
and navigating pursuits. ‘These have their degrees of 
inportance, If he were to class them, he would place 
agriculture first, as the basis and source of all wealth. 
Manulactures, which changed the torm of productions, 
sO as to adapt them to the convenience and comfort of 
man, he placed second; commerce, which changed the 
place of all articles of consuraption, and promoted civi- 
lizution, stood next is his estimation. They were all 
great interests and entitled to our support. ‘The agri- 
cultural interests were, however, chiefly concerned in 
the sult duty. The salt duty was to be kept up tor the 
benefit of «few salt-makers in North Carolina and New 
York, to the prejudice of the vast agricultural interests 
of the west. While two hundred thousand dollars a 
year was drawn from the government as « drawback on 
fish, the west, from which ten times the value of all the 
fish was exported in beef, &c. was to have no relief 
whatever. He hoped to have an opportunity to prove 
what he had said betore.« select committee; for he was 
sufficiently experienced in legislation to know that argue 
ment was of no avail,”? 


Mr. Clay.—‘‘Sir, no One is more sensible than I am, 
of our duty to take care of the agricultural interests; 
and it was because he believed the success of manutac- 
tures essential to the prosperity of agriculture, that be 
had endeavored to promote the interest of manufactures. 
The gentleman from Missouri had argued the question 
as if it was certain that salt would be rendered cheap 
by the reduction or abolition of the duty. He wishes 
to make it cheaper, so dol. We repealed the duty. in 
part, in May, and what has been the effect? The price 
of salt is now higher than it has been for fifteen years 
past. In this case then the reduction of the duty was 
not followed by a reduction of price. Even an aug- 
mentation of duty sometimes occasions a reduction of 
price. The reason that the price of salt had not fallen, 
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was, that our navigation had been profitably employed. 
‘The Liverpool salt is introduced only as ballast; and the 
salt of the Bahamas is not imported, when any better 
freight can be procured. The gentleman compares our 
silt duty with the salt tax of England. Can there 
be any comparison between our moderate duty and the 
tux of fitteen shillings a bushel, which was its amount 
when he was in England? He knew not what might 
have been the oppression of the gadeile in France, to 
which the gentleman also compared our salt duty; but 
je did know that the prosperity of this country took 
its date from the adoption of the protective policy, of 
which this salt duty formed a part. To the tariff, not 
ot 716, but of 724, we were indebted not only tor our 
prosperny, but for the extinction of the public debt, 
which was now athand., He was aware that this discus- 
sion belonged to another time, when, no doubt, the sub- 
ject would undergo a most right examimation; but he must 
be allowed to comment on the remark made by the 
gentleman from Missouri, that alum salt is exclusively 
required ior the western consumption. J undertake to 
sus, said Mr. C. that not one bushel in fifty thousand of 
this sort of salt is used inthe west. | am atarmer, and 
lever saw a bushel of it on my farm. He had wit- 


Several bills providing for the adjustment of private 
claims were reported, twice read, and reterred. 

Mr. Marcy reported a bill providing for the final set- 
tlement of the claims of states for interest on advances 
to the United States, made during the last war, without 
amendment. 

The resolutions submitied on Friday last, by Mr. 
Johnston, Mr. Hanna and Mr, Hendricks, were sever- 
ally considered and agreed to. 

Mr. Johnston, of Louisiana, submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting to the territory of 
Arkansas, one thousand acres of the unappropriated land below 
and adjoining the town of Little Rock, for the purpose of 
building a jail and court house, for the use of the United States 
and said territory; and that said land be selected by the governor 
of said territory, and laid off into lots, of such size as he may 
deem expedient, and sold when said governor may think it pro- 
per to be done; and the surplus, if any, after building said jail 
and court house, to be appropriated in building a house for the 
use of the present and future governors of Arkansas. 

Mr. Dallas was appointed a member ot the commit- 
tee On the militia, ‘he bill providing for the compen- 
sation of the pursers of the navy was taken up, and, af- 
ter some remarks from Mr. //ayne, was, on motion of 
Mr. Dickerson, postponed until this day week, 





nessed, in the west, the reduction of the price of salt 
from fitteen dollars a bushel to seventy-five cents, 
which was the present price of the Kanawha salt, in 
consequence of the protcetion which had been afforded 


The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
executive business, anc sat with closed doors for some 
time, when the senate adjourned. 

Junuary 4 The vice president communicated a re- 
port of the navy départment, shewing the contracts and 








to the manufacturers of salt in that country.” 

‘The question being taken on the first motion, (to re- 
fer the bill to the committee on finance), was decided 
in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Forsyth, Grundy, Hayne, 
Hill, Kane, King, Mangum, Miller, Moore, Smith, Lazewell, 
‘Troup, Uyler and White—17, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Buckner, Clay, Dallas, Dickerson, Dudley, 
Foot, Fielinghuysen, Hanna, Hendricks, Holmes,Johnston, King hit, 
Marcy, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Seymour, Silsbee, 
‘LTominson and Wilkins—22. 

‘The bill was then referred to the committee on manu- 
factures. 

Mr. Johnston submitted a resolution requiring the se- 
cretary of the treasury lo report to congress, such fur- 
ther information as he may have received, since his re- 
poet of Dee, 1830, relative to the claims of merchants, | 
tor retarn of duties paid under the law of May, 1828. 

Several bills for the relief of private individuals, 
were received from the house of representatives—se- 
verally read twice and referred. 

On motion of Mr. J/o(mes, it was ordered, that when 
the senate adjourns, it be to Tuesday next. | 

‘he senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
executive business, and sat with closed doors until 4 | 
o'clock; and then adjourned to Tuesday. — 

January 3. Mr. Waggaman, of Louisiana, and Mr. 
Tipton, ot Indiana, appeared to day, were qualified 
aud took their seats. 

Several memorials and petitions were presented— 
among them one by Mr. Dallas trom sundry citizens of 
Philadelphia, asking an appropriation for improving 
the navigation of Back creek—another by the same 
gentleman, as also one by Mr. Si/sdee, trom certain citi- 
zens, asking for the repeal of the Cuty on imported 
coal. 

Mr. Hayne reported a bill to provide for the distribu. 
tion of the duties of the commissioners of the navy— 
and a bill concerning navy agents—severally read and 
ordered to a second reading. ! 

The vice president communicated a report from the 
secretary of the navy shewing the names and salaries of 
the clerks in his department—also a report from the 
general Jand office on the subject of unconfirmed land 
claims in Missouri—severally ordered to be printed. 

The vice president also communicated a report from 
the secretary of state, slewing the names and salaries of 
the clerks m his department. 

The vice president also communicated a report from 
the secretary of the senate and clerk of the house of re- 
presentatives of their proceedings under the act of con- 
gress of 2d March, 1831, directing a subscription to the 
compilation of congressional documents, proposed to be 
published by Gales & Seaton—shewing the order of 
“rrangement of the intended publication, &c, 

The report was ordered to be printed. 





purchases of that department for 1831. 

‘The vice president also communicated a letter from 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton, relative to the American state 
papers publishing by them, under a resolution of the 
last congress, together with two volumes of the work, 

On motion of Mr. King, of Alabama, the letter was 
ordered to be printed, and was referred to the library 
committee, 

Various private memorials were presented, and 
amongst them one from sundry lieutenants in the navy, 
praying for an alteration in the present organization of 
the naval establishment. 

Mr. Grundy reported the bill, without amendment, 
for laying out and constructing a road from Lime creek 
to the Chatahooche, &e. 

Mr. Hayne reported a bill to establish the office of 
surgeon-general of the navy. 

Mr. Benton reported a bill for the erection of bar- 
racks, quarters and store houses, and the purchase of a 
site, in the vicinity of New Orleans, Also the bill pro- 
viding for the organization of the ordnance department. 

Mr. Lenton also reported a bill to reduce the duty on 
Indian blankets and certain other Indian goods, which 
was read, 

The several resolutions submitted yesterday by 
Messrs. Holmes, Johnston, Forsyth and Wilkins, were 
considered and agreed to. 

The bill providing for the final settlement of the 
claims of states for interest on advances to the United 
States, made during the lust war, was taken up in com- 
mittee of the whole, and after some remarks by Messrs. 
Chambers and Forsyth, was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

The bill concerning navy agents, was made the order 
of the day for Friday next. 

Alter the consideration of executive business, 

The senate adjourned. 

January 5. Vhe vice president communicated a letter 
from the secretary of the treasury shewing the annual 
amount of drawback, of bounties on salted provisions, 
pickled fish, and allowances to vessels employed in the 
fisheries 'rom 1792 to 1830 inclusive—aslso quantities of 
fish, pork, beef and bacon exported during the same 
yori 
;, ‘The bill to reduce the duty on Indian blankets and 
certain other Indian goods was read the second time; 
when 

Mr. Benton moved to refer it to the committee on 
finance—Mr. Dickerson moved its reference to the come 
mittee on manufactures, 

An interesting debate ensued, and on the question 
being taken to refer the bill to the committee on Indian 
affairs, was decided in the negative by a vole 0}, ayes 17, 
noes 25. 
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The question then occurred on referring it to the 
committee on manufactures— when : ; 

A debate again ensued—and on the question being 
taken, it was decided to refer the bill to the said com- 
mittee, by the following vote, 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Buckner, Clay, Dallas, Dickerson, Dudley, 
Ewing, Foot, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Holmes,Johnston, Knight, 
Marcy, Naudaio, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Seymour, 
Silsbee, Lumlinses, Waggaman, Webster and Wilkins—25. 

NAYS—Messrr Benton, Bibb, Brown, Ellis, Forsyth, Grundy, 
Hayne, Hill, King, Mangum, Miller, Moore, Smith, Tazewell, 
"}ipton, Lyler aud White—18. , 

So the bill was referred to the committee on manu- 
factures. 

The bill providing for the settlement of the claims ot 
states for interest for moneys advanced during the late 
war, was passed and sent to the other house. 

Alter disposing of various private bills, the senate 
went into the consideration of executive business. 

The senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Friday, Dec. 30, On motion of Mr. Drayton the 
library committee were instructed to inquiring into the 
expediency of subscribing to the continuation of Watter- 
ston and Vanzandt’s tabular statistics, and of purchasing 
the remaining copies which the compilers may have on 
hand. 

Various resolutions contemplating the adjustment of 
private claims were presented read and reterred. 

On motion of Mr. wc Carty, the committee on inter- 
nal improvements were instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of granting an appropriation lor the further ex- 
tension of the Cumberland road in the state of Lediana. 

On motion of Mr. Watmough, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be instructed to in- 


quire into the expediency of authorising the collector at any port 
to receive the bonds of importers not resident there, where the 





On motion of Mr. Milde, of Georgia, the house then 
adjourned till Tuesday next. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3. Mr. Drayton reported a bill to 


increase the pay of the master armorers in the service of 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Burges, ; 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of further extending, for the term of 
two years from the expiration of the present session of this con- 
gress, the law of May 16th, 1826, providing for extending the 
time allowed for redemption of lands sold, or which may be 


sold fur non-payment of taxes under the law referred to therein, 
and in manuer therein Mentioned. 


On motion of Mr. J’earce, the committee of commerce 
were instructed to inquire into the expediency of makin 
an appropriation tor the erection of spindles, on the 
ilalf Way Rock, so called, near the south end of the 


island of Providence, in Narragansett bay, on the Little 
Lime Rock, in the harbor of Newport. 


On motion of Mr. Hogan, the committee on internal 
improvements were instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of constructing a breakwater for the protection of 
the harbor of Plattsburg, and of erecting a light house 
on Cumberland Head, on Lake Champlain. 


On motion of Mr. Jaylor, the committee on the post 
office and post roads were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of revising the act to regulate and fix the 
compensation of the clerks in the post office depart. 
ment,upon «yp equal footing with the clerks in the other 
departments, 

On motion of Mr. Dearborn, the committee on com- 
merce were instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
rcquiring the seeretary of the treasury, annually to pre- 
pure and lay before congress statistieal accounts of the 
commerce and navigation betweea the several states, 
‘tor each preceeding year, in the manner prescribed by 
{the act of February 10, 1820, for the commerce with 








: ne .| loreign nations. 
same shall be accompanied by a certificate from the col.ector of 8 


the port at which said importers reside, that the bondmen are 
good to make such bond payable at the place of importation, 
On motion of Mr. Hing, it was 
Resolved, Vhat the committee on internal improvements be 
snstructed to inquire into the expediency of further extending 
the improvements at La Plasisance bay, at the head of lake Mi- 


chigan, and of connecting, by a short canal, the waters of the bay 
with the river Raisin. 


By the same, and ordered to lie one day: 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to report to 
this howse the plans and estimates of major Maurice, of the en- 

ineer corps, in reference to farth r improvements at and near 
fa Plaisance bay harbor, in the territory of Michigan. 

Mr. Davis reported the bill trom the senate to pro- 
vide for the reports of the decisions of the supreme court, 
without amendment. 

A number of reports, accompanied by bills for the 
setilement of private claims, were made, read and re- 
ferred, 

Mr, McDuffie reported bills making appropriations 
for the Indian department and for the fortifications tor 
the year 1852, which were severally twice read and com- 
apitical, 

Mr. Blair, of Tennessee, from the committee on in- 
ternal improvements, to which the subject had been re- 
ferred, reported a bill to appropriate certain lands with- 
in the state of Alabama, tor the purpose of improving 
the navigation of the Tennessee and Coosa rivers, and 
connecting their waters by a canal or rail road; which 
was twice read and committed, 


Mr. E. Everett, from the committee on the library, 
reported a bill, providiag for the purchase of certain 
copies of the debates cn the federal constitution, which 
was twice read and committed, 

The debate on the resolution offered by Mr. Hunt, 
and proposed to be amended by Mr. Duncan, in rela- 
tion to the disposition to be given by the public lands, 
was resuinced, 

Mr. Moot of New York, Mr. WWiichell, of 5S. C. Mr. 
Taylor, of New York took part in the debate—and on 
motion of Mr. 7'uylor, the resolution, together with the 
amendments, were referred to the committee of the 
whole house on the state of the union. 

The house then went into the consideration of private 
business, when eleven bills passed through committees 


ot the whole house, and were severally ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


Vurious resolutions were moved to place certain in- 
dividuals on the pension list. 

On motion of Mr. Everett, the committee on internal 
improvements were instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of making an appropriation for the improve 
rent of the navigation of the Connecticut river. 

On motion of Mr. Gilmore, the same committee was 
instructed to make a similar inquiry concerning the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Alleghany river, 

Mr. Pendleton, of New York, submitted fur consi- 
| deration the following resolutions: 


1. Resolved, That it is expedient to bring in a bill to regulate 
and declare the appellate jurisdiction of the supreme court of 
tte Unt d Ststes, in criminal cases arising in the state courts. 

2. Resolved, That iv the proposed bill, the provisions of the 
| 25th section of the act**to establish the judicial courts of the 

United States,” passed September 24, 1789, shall be declared to 
| apply to the final judgments in criminal cases, which are now de 
pending. or which shall hereafter acise in the state courts, 

3. Resolved, That in the proposed bill, adequate provisions 
shall be inserted to enforce the return of all process and pro- 


ceedings in the court below to the supreme court of the Unitd 
States. 


4. Resolved, That in the proposed bill, it will be expedient to 
provide, that in all cases a writ of error to be allowed in’ pursu- 
auce of the act, shall have the effect to suspend the execution 
of the judgment complained of, and that adequate penalties shall 


be imposed upon any person or persons Who shall, in this respect, 
Viulate the provisions of the act. 


hese resolutions Mr. P. moved to refer to a com- 
| mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Beardsley, of New York, objecting to the phrase- 
ology of the resolutions, wished to amend them so as 
to lunit them to an instruction to inquire into the sub- 
ject. 

The speakir said that no amendment could now be 
made, because the pending question was on commitment 
tvacommitiee of the whole, for the purpose of being 
there considered. 

Mr. Carson, of North Carolina, objected to their go- 
ing toa committee of the whole in thcir present shape. 

Mr. Pendk ton intimated that be had no design, in 
the motion which he had made, to ask the house at all 
(0 commit itself at present upon the points embraced in 
his proposition, 

Mr. Duvis, of Massachusetts, not willing to act has- 
lily in a matter of such importance as that now under 
consideration, moved that the resolutions lie on the table 
and be printed for the use ef the house, 
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Mr. Everett, of Massachusetts, referring to the diffi-; the several states, according to the 5th census—twice 
culty experienced in getting up again business once laid | read and committed. 
on the table, and to the impropriety of giving the go dy; Mr. Allen reported a bill granting a township of land 
to a subject of such high importance as that now under | for the benefit of the Transylvania university of Ken- 
consideration, wished his colleague to withdraw his mo- | tucky—twice read and committed, 
tion, and let these resoiutions go to 4 committee of the| Mr. Mercer reported a bill providing for the exten- 





whole, as proposed by the mover. sion through the territory of Arkansas, the road from 
Mr. Davis, yielding to the request of his friend, Washington to Jackson, in said territory-—-twice read 
withdrew his motion. jand committed, 
Mr. Wilde, of Georgia, renewed the motion to lay Mr. Drayton made an unfavorable report on the me- 
the resolutions on the table. _morial of the legislature of the territory of Arkansas, 


Mr. Everett, of Mass, then said that this was aques-| On motion of Mr. Leavitt, the committee on military 
fion so important, under the circumstances, that he felt affairs was instructed to inguire into the expediency of 
itto be his duty to ask that it be decided by yeas and | increasing the appropriation for arming the militia, 
nays. | Onmotion of Mr. HWhite, of Louisiana, 

The yeas and nays were ordered accordingly ; and the Resolved, That the committee on internal improvements be, in- 
motion co lay upon the tahle not admitting of debate, | structed to inquire into the expediency of extending the provi- 


: an i . | dom : sions of the act of the 24th May, 1824, entitled “an act to im- 
the question was immediately taken up on that motion, prove the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers,”so as to 
and decided as follows: 


embrace in its operations the deepening of the bar at the mouth 
Yeas 99 nays 89. of the Mississippi. 
So the motion of Mr. Pendleton was ordered to lie on) Ou motion of Mr. Drayton, 
the table, | Resolved, Vhat the committee on naval affairs be instructed to 


: , : : , | inquire into the expediency of increasing the pay and emolu- 
On motion of Mr. Barber, it was resolved, that the jnents of the officers of the United States navy, so as to place 


secretary of war be directed tu reporta statement of the them upon an equality with officers of the same rank in the army 
claims of the state of Connecticut against the United of the United States. 
States for disbursements made by said state, and for the On motion of Mr, Lyon the commitiee on internal 
services and expenses of her militia, during the late war, improvements were directed to inqure into the expedi- 
and of such proceedings as may have been had at the —ency ot improving the navigation of Cumberland river, 
department of war in relation thereto. | On motion of Mr. Wickliffe 
Mr. Mercer submitted the following resolution: | Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be instructed 
Resolved, Vhat so soon as the public debt of the to inquire into the expediency of vacating all present, and pro- 


: ; hibiting all future appointments in the staff of the army from 
United State shall have been discharged, or such Ppro- the captains of the army; and to require that each captain shall 


vision made therefor as shall release the public lands be kept with and in command of his appropriate company. ‘That 
from the claims of the public creditors, the nett pro- | the executive be vested with a discretion to appoint from the 


ceeds of the sales of those lands shall be applied, under | BoM-comuissioned officers of the army, when they may be tound 


; ‘ ; | worthy of promotion, a certain portion of the second lieutenants, 
such regulations as the legislatures of the several states | (hat, in order to enable the president to do this, the committee 


and territories may respectively provide, in the propor- | further inquire into the expediency of reducing the number of 
tion of one moiety to popular education, and the other cadets in the military academy at West Point, aud to prohibit 
to the removal of such free people of color, thereof, as a of auy cadet who has not attained the age of 17 
may desire to emigrate to Liberia, in Africa, or else- : Mr Boone moved an inquiry into the propriety of 
where, beyond the limits of the United States and of improving the Wabash river. 
— a aor ge ap one iaaill : ‘the house resumed the consideration of the resolution 
rt vipat ‘s al tea ae - ash ~ alice | ey Se tae moved several days ago by Mr. Blair, as modified by 
ie proceet aie ) sUDile Lands De aistri- _ wo n ‘ . ; 
rot among the several states i IR Nr OAL OE Mr. Vinton, with amendments as proposed by Mr. Dun- 
thei sian wamabare “COvCIDS can, and Mr. Mitchell, of S. C. proposing certain modes 
eae eed that it be shieibierd to & cbieios for hereafter disposing of the public lands, appropriating 
wake ae dode ‘mMitLee | them to the use of the several states for the purposes of 
of the whole house on the state of the union; when 


; education and internal improvement, which,atter a slight 
A motion was mae by Mr. Clay, thet it be laid on debate, was, on motion of Mr. Wickliffe ordered to be 
the table; upon which latter motion, 


Ph : ‘ ’ laid on the table, by a vote of ayes 109, noes 79, 
Me. on es rs tag say area “ea the pi A great mony bills providing for the adjustment of 
and nays, which were ordered; but belore the question private claims, were considered and disposed of, 
was taken, the house adjourned. 


| 
Lae : 
Ihe house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan. 4. The speaker laid before the | 
house areport from the department of state, shewing | 
the aggregate number of persons in each state, accord. 
ing to the 5th census, as required by a resolution of 
Dec. 1831. Also, a report of the secretary of war trans- 
mitting a plan and estimate for tort Griswold, on Groton 
Heights, in the state of Connecticut. Also, a report 
from the secretary of the navy accompanied by a state- 
ment of the contracts and purchases made during the 
year 1831, on account of the naval service. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of the senate and clerk of the house of repre- 
sentatives, accompanied by a report of their proceedings 
under the act of March, 1831, relative to the publica- 
tion of congressional documents. Also, a letter from 
Gales & Seaton on the subject of the documents publish- 
ing by them, together with the two first volumes of the 


Thursday, Jan. 5. Mr. Drayton reported a bill mak- 
ing further provision for the military academy at West 
Point. 

The resolution of Mr. Mercer, relative to amount of 
-expenditures on breakwaters and moles, &c. was taken 
up and agreed to. 

The resolution relotive to newspaper postage was 
tuken up and after discussion; laid on the table, 

The resvlution moved by Mr. Caméreleng, on the 
27th ult. relative to the amount of nett revenue collect- 
ed on woollens, cotton and certain descriptions of iron, 
was considered, amended, and agreed to, 

The speaker laid before the house a statement from 
the secretary of the treasury of the cases in which duties 
had been returned. 

The bill for settling the claims of South Carolina for 
advances during the war, was considered, and, after a 
work. warm debate on a motion of reference, the house ad- 

The house resumed the consideration of the resolu- | journed without coming toa decision. , 
tions submitted by Mr. Mercer, the question being on ‘Some particulars of this day’s proceedings in both 
the motion to lay the resolution on the table, which was | houses, will be given in our next. } 
determined in the affirmative. Yeas 124, nays 54, 

Mr. Drayton reported a bill to uuthorise the erection 











ofan armory on the western waters ot the United States. MASONIC, 

Mr. White, of Louisiana, made a report on the peti- Address io the people. ' 
tion of Duff Green, accompanied by a bill authorising a While the public mind remained in the high state of 
stereoty pe edition of the laws of the Uniied States. excitement, to which it had been carried by the partial 


Mr. Polk made a report, accompanied by documents and inflammatory representations ot certain offences, 
anda bill fur the apportionment of representatives among commuted by a lew misguided members of the masonic 
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institution, in a sister state; it seemed to the undersigned 
ei of Boston and vicinity] to be expedient to re- 
rain from a public declaration of their principles or en- 
g4gements as masons. But believing the time to be now 
tully come, when their fellow citizens will receive, with 
candor, if not with satisfaction, a solemn and unequivo- 
cal denial of the allegations, which during the last five 
years, in consequence of their connexion with the 
masonic fraternity, have been reiterated against them, 
they respectiully ask permission tu invite attention to 
the subjoined 


DECLARATION, 

Whereas, it has been frequently asserted and publish- 
ed to the world, that in the several degrees of treema- 
sonry, as they are conferred in the United States, the 
candidate, on his initiation and subsequent advancement, 
binds himself, by oath, to sustain his masonic brethren in 
acts which are at variance with the fundamental prin- 
ciples of morality, and incompatible with his duty as a 
good and faithful citizen; in justice therefore to them- 
selves, and with a view to establish Trura and expose 
IMPOSITION, the undersigned, many ot us the recipients 
of every degree of frecmasonry, kuown and acknow- 
ledged in this country, do most solemnly deny the 
existence of any such obligations in the masonic insti- 
tution, so far as our knowledge respectively extends, 
and we as solemnly aver that, no person is admitted 
to the institution, without first being made acquainted 
with the nature of the obligations, which he will be re- 
quired to incur and assume. 

Freemasonry secures its members in the freedom of 
thought and of speech, and permits eacli and every one 
to act according to the dictates of his own conscience in 
matters of religion, and of his personal preterences in 
matters of politics. it neither knows, nor does it as- 
sume to inflict upon its erring members, however wide 
may be their aberrations from duty, any penalties or 
punishments, other than those of admonition, suspen- 
sion, and expulsion. 

The obligations of the institution require of its mem- 
bers a strict obedience to the laws of God and of man. 
So far from being bound by any engagements inconsist- 
ent with the happiness and prosperity of the nation, 
every citizen who becomes a MASON, is doubly bound to 
‘be true to his Gon, to his country, and to his FELLow- 
MEN. In the Janguage of the ‘‘ancient constitutions”? ot 
the order, which are printed and open for public inspect 
jon, and which are used as text-books in all the lodges, 
heis ‘‘required to keep and obey the moral law; to be a 
quiet and peaceable citizen; true to his government and 
just to his country.” 

Masonry disdains the making of proselytes. She 
opens the portals of her asylum to those only who seek 
admission, with the recommendation of a character un- 
spotted by immorality and vice. She simply requires of 
the candidate, his assent to one great fundamental reli- 
gious truth—the existence and providence of God, and 
‘a practical s amestet ie ogy of those infallible doctrines 
for the government ot life, which are written by the fin- 
ger of God, on the heart of man. 

Entertaining such sentiments as masons, as citizens, 
as Christians, and as moral men, and deeply impressed 
with the conviction that the masonic institution has been, 
and may continue to be, productive of great good to 
their fellow-men; and having ‘‘received the laws of the 
society, and its accumulated funds, in sacred trust for 
-eharitable uses,” the undersigned can neither renounce 

nor abandon it. We most cordially enite with our bre- 
thren of Salem and vicinity, in the declaration and hope 
that, “should the people of this country become so in- 
fatuated asto deprive masons of their civil rights, in vio- 
lation of their written constitutions, sand the wholesome 
spirit of just laws and free governments, a vast majority 
of the fraternity will still remain firm, confiding in God 
and the rectitude of their intentions, for consolation, un- 
der the trials to which they may be exposed.” 


The, preceding deglaration is signed by 1,500 or 1,400 
ersons. We have not exactly counted them up—but 
such is about their number. Among the names are 
-many of the venerable remnants of the revolution —many 
aged more than ‘“‘three score and ten”—with a large 























amount of clergymen of different persuasions, and some 
of the most honored and distinguished gentlemen of 
Massachusetts, of all political parties, except the anti. 
masonic, It should be observed that the list is confine; 
to Boston, and its vicinity, and the Centinel says— 
‘*The number of signers could easily have been aug. 
mented to the number of all respectable masons 
throughout the state, but it was not deemed necessary 
to delay the publication long enough to collect their 
names, We invite the candid attention of all classes 
of men, whether masons or anti-masons, to the decla- 
ration. ”? 

The same paper adds—“It is not for the purpose of 
any ostentatious display that the declaration is now made, 
At a time whena relentlesss persecution for political 
purposes has been attempted to be excited against a be- 
nevolent society, the existence of which, like all other 
societies, is guaranteed by our laws and constitutions— 
it has been deemed proper for its own members to come 
forth and state their sentiments and views under their 
own proper Signatures, and to appeal to the candor and 
common understandings of the community, «gainst the 
calumnies and obloquies, which have been heaped upon 
them by unprincipled men tor political purposes. On 
the characters of the signers, it is needless to dilate: 
they form a large proportion of the friends and neigh- 
bors of every reader in the community. Let them have 
credit according to the character of their lives.” 


MR. CLAY AND MASONRY. 
From the New York Commercial Advertiser. 

We never pretended that Mr. Clay bad denounced 
the principles of free masonry; nor did we ever believe 
that he would, at least ander the circumstances in which 
he has been placed by his friends, come torth with ade- 
nunciation of the institution, when the only effeet would 
be to incur fresh personal attacks, and throw his mo- 
tives Open to suspicion. But we did believe that Mr, 
Clay, in common with a large portion of the best and 
most intelligent masons throughout the union, had ceas- 
ed to have any active participation in the transactions of 
the suciety, under a conviction that all of its useful and 
benevolent purposes were better fulfilled by the agency 
of more recent and more efficient institutions: and this 
impression has been more strongly coafirmed by the 
late letters of gen. Porter and judge Rochester, on this 
subject. Indeed, from the representations uniformly 
made by Mr. Clay’s particular friends, as well as from 
the tenor of his letter to the antiemasons, as one which 
appertains solely to our social and moral relations and 
responsibilities, and as having nothing to do with our 
political duties; and that, in this point of view, he deem- 
ed it to be pot only his right, but bis duty, to resist 
every attempt, whether made by masons or anti-masons, 
to demand from any individual citizen, for political pur- 
poses, a public exposition of bis sentiments on subjects 
which have no legitimate connexion with political duty. 
W ith these few brief remarks, intended at once asa vin- 
dication of our former assertions upon this subject, and 
also as a just exposition of what we believe to be the 
feelings of Mr. Clay, we subjoin the following docu- 
ments—the originals of which may be seen at this office. 

L do hereby certify that the honorable Henry Clay did 
legally and honorably demit* from Lexington lodge No. 
1, “on the 18th day of November, A. D. 1824.” The 
foregoing is truly extracted from the records of said 
lodge. 

Given under my hand, and the seal of the lodge an- 
nexed thereto, this 25th day of November, A. D. 
1831. JOHN HENRY, 

Secretaru Lexington lodze No. 1. 


I, Harry J. Bodley, grand seeretary of the grand lodge 
of Kentucky, do certity, that it appears from the returns 
of Lexington lodge No, 1, (which ts subordmate to the 
grand lodge of Kentucky), that John Henry, whose 
name is attached to the toreguing certificate, is secreta- 
ry ot Lexington lodge No. 1; and that it further appears, 





*To demit, according to Webster, is to let fall; to de- 
press; to submit; but is not used, excepting as a ma- 


sonic term. Its meaning, in free masonry, is to let fall; 
to relinquish; give up; or withdrawn from. 
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from the proceedings of said grand lodge, that Henry 
Clay demitted trom said lodge No. 1, between August 
1324, and Augnst 1825. 
In testimony whereof IT have hereto set my hand, and 
affixed the seal of said grand lodge, this 26th No- 
vember, 1831. 





H. J. BODLEY. grand sec’ry., 
In justice to Mr. Clay, we may as well mention the 
fact, that he was iu no wise accessary to the obtaining 
the foregoing certificates by us; nor did he know that 
they were in Our possession until we had had them 
upwards of two weeks, nor uutil the above article was 
prepared for the press, 


The following may be added as one of the “signs of the 
times’—we have omitted, however, a few words be- 
cause of their political and personal severity, intending 
ouly to present the fact stated: 

The Morristown (N. Jersey) Palladium, a respecta- 
bly conducted and well established paper, took an early 
gnd decided stand for anti-masonry, and of course for anti- 
masons as candidates for office—this ground was perti- 
naciously maintained until iast week—when it concluded 
the publication of the Baltimore national republican con- 
vention address, with some appropriate remarks, and the 
following declaration: 

‘Many of the substantial supporters of this press 
will, no doubt, be disappointed in the decision of the 
convention-—indulging the hope that the opposition to 
the present * - ° - * administration 
would be concentrated or the distinguished individual 
who received the nomination of the anti-masons some 
months since. But it is determined otherwise, and the 
political influence of this state will go for CLray—the 
constitution—the American System—“and the suprema- 
cy of the laws”—or for “Old Hickory,” and the conse- 
quent continuance of the abuses of his administration. 
Notwithstanding our aversion to the principles of spe- 
culative freemasonry, we never can consent to pursue a 
course that may have a tendency to augment the influ- 
ence of ° ° * sl * a . * 

We have, therefore, after mature deliberation, and can- 
didly weighing the honest scruples and objections of the 


trends of Mr. Wirt, concluded hereafter to sail ander 


the broad banner of “CLay AND THE CONSTITUTION,” 





MR. GIRARD’'S WILL. 

The Philadelphia (Poulson’s) Advertiser contains the 
following authentic abstract from the will of the late 
Stephen Girard. ‘The editor remarks:—‘*There is not 
perhaps, an instance recorded in the history of the world, 
of one human being devoting such an immense amount 
ot wealth for the benefit of his fellow man, as the vene- 
rable deceased has given to the city of his adoption, for 
the laudable purpose of its improvement, and for the 
meliwration of the condition of its inhabitants.” 

3 Stephen Girard’s will, 
Gives to the Pennsylvania hospital, subject to 
the payment of an annuity of $2U0 to a fe- 


male slave, whom he sets free $350,000 
To the usylum for the deaf und dumb 20, 000 
Vo the orphans’ asylum 10,000 
V' the controllers of the public schools 10,000 
Vo the city corporation, to be invested, and 
the interest to be applied, annually, in the 
purchase of wood for the poor 10,000 
| 0 the society of ship masters 10,000 
lo the free masons’ lodge 20,400 
or a school to be erected in the township of 
assayunk, for poor white children 6,000 
undry legacies to individuals amounting to 120,000 
Several annuities amounting to about 4,000 
lo the cit of New Orleans 1,000 acres of im- 
— and in the territory of Mississippi, 
i 
One-third of 207,000 acres of unimproved land 
. in the same territory, 
y tem culty of Philadelphia the remaining two- 
ry: of the said unimproved lands. [This 
and is said to be now worth $500,000. } 
> the city of Philadelphia, stock in the 
chuylkill uavigation company 110,000 











[Worth in the market considerably more 

than this sum. ] 

For a college for poor white male children 
and its proper endowments, the sum of 

Yo the city of Philadelphia, tor eertain city 
improvements, to be invested, and the inte- 
rest to be annually applied 

All his remaining estate, real and personal (no 
part of the real estate to be sold) is to be 
applied as follows:—in turther aid of the 
said college—improvements of the city, and 
in the relief of the taxes—This estate is 
very large, but not yet valued, 

Vo the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to be 
applied to internal improvements by canals, 
provided the legislature shall, within one 
year from Stephen Girard’s decease, pass 
laws authorising the city of Philadelphia to 
make the intended improvements—other- 
wise to the United States for the same ob- 
jeet 300,000 
‘Lhe gentlemen hereafier named are the executors of 

his will.—Timothy Paxson, Thomas P. Cope, Joseph 

Roberts, William J. Duane, John A. Barelay. 

[The whole amount given to his relations, appears to 
be involved in the 120,000 dollars above stated—but he 
rw made partial provisions for some of them hereto 
ore. 

it has been said that he gave an annuity of 1,500 to 
each of his sea-captauins: and the sum of $500,000 to the 
city of New York, where he first landed in America, 

We shall, probably, have particulars alter a while, 
The manner in which this large property has been devis- 
ed, renders it publicly interesting. 

The total value of the donations to the college, may 
amount lo twice as much as the money given. 

The value of the estate of Mr. Girard is variously 


2,000,000 


500,000 


stated—the accounts run from six to eleven millions of 


dollars. 

‘The trustees have stopped the operations of his bank, 
as to the reception of fresh deposits, or discounts of new 
paper. 

li is computed that twenty thousand people attended 
the funeral of Mr. Girard, in their variously associated 
or individual characters; and the flags of the shipping in 
the harbor were at half-mast for three days. These 
marks of respect were well deserved. Mr. Girard was 
a blessing to working-men, ot all descriptions; and his 
example had a powerful effect on the conduct of other 
capitalists, to circulcate their money. ] 

[Mr. Girard has prohibited the entry of any ecclesias~ 
tic, missionary or minister, of any sect whatever, even 
as a visiter, on the premises of the college which he 
has endowed. } 





BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL ROAD. 
! Office of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Rail Road Combany, 20th Dec. 1831. 
To his excellency the governor and the 
honorable executive council of Maryland: 

Since the last report of the president and directors of 
the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company to the execu- 
tive of the state, the operations of this company have 
been continued with unremitied activity and the rail 
read has been opened for travel as far as to Frederick, 
a distance of 61 miles from the depot of the company 
at the head of the basin in the city of Baltimore; a sin- 
gle line of tracks has also been so nearly completed to 
the ‘*Point of Rocks,” on the Potomac river, as to af- 
ford a full assurance that the communication between 
the tide waters of the Chesapeake bay and that river, 
will very soon be opened through this channel, 

The president and directors believe it due to the inter- 
ests of the great work over which they preside, as well 
as to the legislature of the state, that they should, on 
this occasion, refer to some of the circurostances which 
led to the formation of this company. 

The establishment of an efficient, speedy and economi- 
cal means of intercommanication between the different 
sections of our country, had been for a long time deem- 
ed of such importance, as to involve, not only the well 
being, but perhaps the very existence of our social com- 
pact. The citizens of Baltimore, deeply sensible of 
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this truth, and appreciating the great benefits which 
would be derived from a participation in the commerce 
of the valleys of the Ohio and Upper Mississippi, 
which commerce has been forced to seek an outlet 
through several difficult and circuitous channels, were 
desirous of securing a more direct and easy means of 
communiec:tion with those fertile regions. It was there- 
fore with intense anxiety they awaited the promulgation 
of the official report of the U. States engineers upon 
the subject of the proposed canal between the river Ohio 
and the waters of the Chesapeake bay. ‘The facts how- 
ever disclosed in that report only served to dissipate 
whatever favorable anticipations had been cherished in 
regard to a canal communication with the west. ‘They 
saw with dismay, that a canal encambered with 40v 
locks, a considerable portion of which would be ele- 
vated from 1,200 to more than 2,000 feet above tide, and 
which would be sealed up with frost three or four months 
in the year, with only a limited and precarious supply 
of water in summer, must be wholly inadequate to the 
demands of the immense trade, it was destined to accom- 
modate. 

Abandoning, therefore, all reliance upon such an in- 
sufficient means of communication, a number of the ci- 
tizens of Baltimore held a meeting on the 12th day of 
February, 1827, for the purpose of devising the most 
effectual means of improving the intercourse between 
that city and the wesiern states, on which occasion va- 
rious documents and statements were submitted, illus- 
trating the efficiency of rail roads for the conveyance of 
articles of heavy carrisge at a small expense, which be- 
ing examined, and the superior advantages of this mode 
of transportation over turnpike roads and canals being 
satisfactorily shown, the documents were referred toa 
committee, who subsequently reported a mass of facts, 
derived principally from English authoritics, of a high- 
ly interesting character, observing in conclusion, ‘that 
the stock of information now 1n possession of this com- 
mittee is admitted not to be very extensive, but they have 
gleaned trom several communications and reports which 
they have examined upon this interesting subject, 
enough to leave no doubt upon their minds that these 
roads are tar better adapted to our situation and circum- 
stances than a canal across the mountains; they there- 
fore recommend that measures be taken to construct a 


double rail road between the city of Baltimore and some | 


suitable point on the Ohio river, by the most eligible 
and direct route, and that a charter to incorporate a 
company to execute this work be obiained as early as 
possible.” 

The facts developed on this occasion were deemed so 
weighty and conclusive, that it was unanimously resolv- 
ed to apply to the legislatures of the several states 
through which the contemplated rail road might pass for 
acts of incorporation, authorising the company to con- 
struct such a road. ‘The legislatures of Maryland and 
Virginia, then in session, with a promptness which en- 
titles them to the public gratitude, concurred in an act, 
incorporating a company as desired, and investing it with 
ample powers. This act was subsequently acceded to 
by the legislature of Pennsylvania in the same liberal 
spirit. 

‘The state of Maryland having provided, as a condi- 
tion of its subscription to the stock of the company, 
that the road should be so located “that it shall go to, 
or strike the Potomac river at some point between the 
mouth of the Monocacy river and the town of Cumber- 
land, in Alleghany county, and that it shall go into Fre- 
derick, Washington, and Alleghany counties.’ The 
road was located accordingly, subsequent examinations 
having demonstrated, that the Potomac presented the 
only feasible route along which it could be carried in 
this direction, consistently with correct scientific princi- 
ples. 

The commissioners appointed, haviug opencd sub- 
scriptions for the stock, the amount required by the char- 
ter was immediately filled; whereupon, a board otf di- 
rectors was elected, and the company being duly orga- 
nized, proceeded without delay to cause the necessary 
examinations and surveys to be made for the location of 
the road. 

On the 4th of July, 1828, the ceremony of laying the 
first stone was periormed; but it was not until the au- 
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tumn of that year that active operations towards the con. 
struction of the work were commenced, since that pe- 
riod its prosecution has been pursued with energy and 
zeal, 

Owing to the peculiarly unfavorable topography of the 
country, on the first division of the road, the difficulties 
there have been very great, and have necessarily involy. 
ed a considerable delay andexpense. ‘laking into view 
however, the extent of the excavations, embankments, 
viaducts, bridges, and culverts, all of which have been 
accomplished in atmanner, not surpassed in this or an 
other country; it is confidently believed that no similar 
undertaking has been advanced with greater despatel 
either here or abrosd, 

Now that the company have accomplished the more 
difficult part of ther undertaking, and aequired, by ex. 
perience, much valuable information and many facilities 
which, from the novelty of the subject could only be 
gained from a course of practical experiments, all doubts 
have been removed, and they are evcouraged, by the 
most cheering confidence, in the entire success of their 
enterprise: at the same time, judging from the results 
ascertained since the valley of the Patapseo has been 
gained, they entertain no doubt but that the graduation, 
masonry and construction with a double set of tracks 
may be accomplished between the present termination 


| of the road and the Ohio river, at or nearly within the 


original estimated cost of $20,000 per mile, and that in 
the event of the requisite funds being placed at the dis- 
posal of this company, the whole work might be com- 
pleted and put into operation in five years. 

From the extremely unfavorable surface over which 
the road was necessarily to pass tor the first eight miles 
in order lo reach the valley of the Patapsco, it was early 
perceived that the expenses across that district would be 
very heavy, but it had becn ascertained that in adopting 
this route, a line of road would be secured, which, by 
some extensive embankments and deep cuttings near to 
the city of Baltimore, could be located with but a single 
summit for a distance of 180 miles, and with only two 
summits requiring stationary power along the entire line 
tu the Ohio river, a result which, it is belicved, has not 
been atlamed on any tine of rail road projected for the 
same extent, inany other country. ‘The approach to the 
first of these summits is by an acclivity so gradual as not 
to exceed an average of about 18 fect to the mile, and as 
the amount of tonnage passing westward will not be as 
great as that passing eastward, this line will consequent 
ly be more advantageous than if it were a pertect level. 

The inclined planes over the first summit, at Parr 
Spring ridge, will be passed by an additional local pow- 
er, and from the western side of that ridge to the coul 
mines near Cumberland, the route is so favorable as \o 
be adapted along the whole distance to locomotive steam 
engines; taking therefore, the entire line together, it 
will be decidedly superior to a level road, since like 
that on the eastern side of the Parr ridge, the aceiivily 
for a very great portion of the distance 1s, in the direc- 
tion of the lesscr tonnage which will pass upon the 
road, 

From the eastern base of the Alleghany mountain 4 
series of inclined planes will be required to overcome 4 
summit of about 1,200 feet, from thence it has been a% 
certained that the road may be conducted to the Ohio 
river upon a line so nearly level as to be traversed will- 
out difleulty by locomotive steam power. 

Although at the time of the commencement of thit 
great national work, the individuals who embarked 0 
the undertaking had arrived at the conclusion that the 
system was capable of affordmg greater facilities for the 
transportation of both merchandise and passengers that 
could be attained, either by the best constructed turn- 
pike roads or canals, yet the anticipations then tormed 
of its capabilities have been vastly more than reallz- 
ed. The many important improvements introduced 
within the last few years, both in the construction of 
rail roads and in the application of machinery upon them, 
having perhaps doubled their effective power. It ' 
honorable to our country that the system 1s indebted for 
several of these improvements to the genius and science 
of American citizens. 

{he ordinary speed now attained upon the Liverpool 
and Manchester rail road, which work has not been + 
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well executed as that part of our road Liid on stone rails, , very easy to comprehend—the one signifying to the act of making 
ia from 15 to 30 miles an hour, according to the hori- | null or none; and the other a none or nuill-maker. It is, hows 
zontal position and structure of the road; and it is even | £¥t We Presume, the application of the terms by the Americans 


: : in the question alluded to which puzzles the Engiish reader. For 
asserted, that the whole distance ot 52 miles, between his information, then, we have to state, that the opposers of high 
these places, has been run in 33 minutes, or at the rate | import duties in America are variously called anti-tariff men— 


of 58 miles per hour. free traders and nullifiers. ‘They are _ealled anti tariff men as the 
From the experiments made upon the Baltimore and phrase imports, because they are against the tarifl—free traders, 
Ohio rail road, there is no reason to doubt but that the because they are opposed to the American system of import du- 


. . : ties, and pulifiers, because they hold the doctrine that every 
travelling On it may at least be sately carried at the rate} state of the union has the right of rendering nult and void, so far 


of from 12 to 15 miles an hour by the aid of steam pow- | 48 such state is concerned, an act of the congress of the United 
er, and that passengers may be conveyed from Balti- | Stes, providing—we believe, but we are not certain,—such act 

a to the Ohio river within from 24 to 30 hours, at be unconstitutional; that is, provided it oversteps the bounds 
m ;o 


prescribed to the congress, or the three estates, by the written 
all seasons of the year. constitution. 


The successtul accomplishment of this work, so far as| The foregoing is, we believe, as good a definition of the unin- 

ithas been extended and within so short a time, under wrt v8 and undefinable phrase, as the South Carolina people 

“ - Pree . 4) themselves can give. We have seen no happier comment on the 

the numerous and complicated difficulties which opposed strange doctrine set up by the southern people, than that eon- 
its progress, cannot but yield a high gratification to the 


‘ " tained in the reply of the Catholic bishop of the diocess to which 
people of Maryland, and affords a satisfactory guarantee | Charleston belongs, to an invitation to the dinner recently given 


that the resources of the state, added to the aid which | to judge Smith and general Blair. It is as follows: 
may be relied on from other quarters are fully adequate} “I have been told that after eleyen years close study and ob- 
to the early and triumphant completion of the magnifi- ——— of agp Le oy i tek ~~ I ot ag — 
: : aaned sl pledged my solemn oath, that because i1appened to be born 
cent undertaking in which we have embarked. under a different form of government, it is extremely difficult, if 
Maryland has the-honor of being the first state in the | et impossible, for me to comprehend the manner in which ‘our 
union to incorporate a company for the construction of a wheel within a wheel ought to work.’ This may probably ae- 


. . | count for the inability which I could never surmount, of under- 
railroad. She was the first state to embark the public} ‘standing the peaceful and effectual remedy of giving to each of 


resources in support of this system, and she may now | the indefinite number of states, of which our federation might 
boast of having within her limits the longest continuous | Consist, an effectnal negative upon the acts of a congress, in which 
railwsy in the world. It is only necessary that she | each of them had its equal representation in the senate, and its 


ad conti | “a hi cenmie | POpular representation in the other house—and yet that no men- 
should continue her patronage to this great enterprise | tion should be made of this negative, nor any allusion thereto, in 
and she will certainly secure to herself the full develop- | the constitution itself. Neither could I see when a specific mode 


ment of all the advantages which her geographical posi- | of procuring a convention of the states, was regulated in the fede- 
tion gives her in relation to the vast and rapidly increase | Tative instrument, how it could be constitutional, to say that any 
; , “ar . : | one state could have the power of forcing this result, without the 
ing commerce of the west—She is happily so situated as | 


- | aid of the concerted number of her sisters. Still less could I un~ 
to afford the shortest and by far the most convenient | derstand, that it was constitutional fur her to place herself ina 


route of communication between the navigable waters of | state of opposition to the general act: until her special will should 
the west and of the ocean, and indeed between the At-, become paramount to the reluctance of her associates. I am, 
lantie and those great inland seas which border upon our) however, free to conf. ss, that it is possible the general govern- 


; . | ment, sustained by a majority of the states, might violate the con- 
northern frontier, and which, at no distant day, are des- stitution, or that under its forms they might ruinously oppress 


tined to become the theatre of an immense commerce; | the minority. In sucha case, if remonstrance shall fail, nature, 

and although limited in her territory to a much smalicr | pnd suciety, _ “Tan oy peguietons of. Selene ae 
ay ee eae o Res _ | proclai re proper and effectual alternative. $ 

extent than some of her sister states, by securing to her | you nor your children’s children, will ever have to resort thereto.” 

self the channel through which the interchange ot com- 

modities between the eastern and western states will LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

mainly pass, and which her position gives her an oppor- Extract from the message of gov. Wolf. 

tunity of effecting, she will soon find herseli in point of} “The policy of a protecting tarilf and the encouragement given 

commercial activity and capital, second to no state in the | to works of internal improvement, of a national character, by the 


, 4 nenvaee government, are favorite measures with the people of 
union. 


n : _ _ | Pennsylvania, and the former is esteemed by them as being Wen- 
It is ecrtain, that whatever advantages may be antici- | tified with their best interests. The constitutionality of these 


pated from the rail road system in Europe they will be | measures is Not questioned here, nor is there any doubt entertain 
of minor importance when compared with the benefits | ed a er entire no and much as we may regret that 

; ; ; -., - | Complaints, with regard to the supposed uoppressive character and 
we are destined to derive from the introduction of this | : > . PP houla’ wes 


7 | bearing of one of those measures, should obtain elsewhere; yet 
system into our country. By the easy, convenient, and | from the universal prosperity that is admitted to abound in evers 


rapid intercourse which these roads afford, they are ca-| part of ovr happy country, there is reason to doubt whecher the 

pable of placing, almost in juxtaposition the most, re- | Prevailing disconteuts are well founded; and we are admonished 

enaceaehianel ol ane widely extended republic anil wil j to re Strains our sympathies in behalf of our compleining brethren, 
> 


* ge te lest, in lending ourselves to aid in relieving them from an imagi- 
thus do more to perpetuate our institutions and preserve nary oppression, we put ourselves in a condition to be seriously 


our union than any political compacts or physical force | oppressed. Upon these all engrossing questions of national policy, 

could ever effect. The system, if advantageously ape | the voice of Pennsylvania has been repeatedly expressed through 
. . ; . i wish well as by , tat in con 

plied and sufficiently extended, will give to the people her state legisiature, as well as by her represe: tatives in Congress, 


: .. ; - : : .| and so long as she shall continue to place a proper estimate upon 
of the United States an identity of feeling, a harmony of| her own prosperity and the success of her infant manufacturing 


interests, and a facility of social intercourse, which must } establishments, she will not ecase to cherish the same sentiments 
long bind them together as one great family; and secure | '™ favor of measures indispensable to the successful fostering aud 
*— \e & . > > ; H . « ° - 

to our country all the advantages resulting fam the pro- | encouragement of her domestic industry and enterprise 
ductiveness of a mighty continent, with the conveniences | 
of communication incident oa small island. ‘ _ Extracts from the governor's message— Dec. 28, 1831, 

For a full and more detailed explanation of the opera- Since your last annual session. a melancholy and unexpected 
tions of this company, within the past year, we ask leave | event has devolved upon me the dis:horge of the duties of chief 

, . : magistrate of our state. His exeellency, the late governor Martin 
2 *1 ve > ‘ . ow ; > 

respectfully to refer a ees iti “ rord the safle esa at a period of life when he might reasonably have anticipated a 
report of the board of « rectors, a COpy O1 w ich is here- long career of usefulness, was, in the wisdom of Providence 
with transmitted. On behalf of the board, | am very re- | suddenly withdrawn from the distinguished station which he filled 
spectfully, &c. P. E. THOMAS, president | with great honor to himseif and advantage to the public. No, 


. dr citizen deplored his loss more than myseif. The virtuous and 

B. & O. rail road co. manly cast of his character, was necessarily felt by all who ap- 

proached him, and especially appreciated by those, who like his 

NULLIFICATION counsellors. saw bis true spirit in friendly and confidential in- 
7 7 


~ : r tercourse. This bereavement imposed upon me public duties, from 
From the New York Commercial Advertiser, the due execution of which 1 did not fee! nyoeit at liberty to 
This nonsensical term, nonsensical whether applied to matter, | retire; and 1 am sure that the indulgence and kindness of my 
which man cannot destroy, or the constitution, which ean only | countrymen, will extend to me every allowance which so unex- 
be abrogated by revolution, has puzzied the people of England a pected an occurrence demands. 
little, as appears by the following article from the London Morn- ° ° S ® 
ing Herald. A communication was made from this department to the Iast 
We understand that many of our readers are greatly puzzled at | general assembly, enclosing copies of a letter from the president 
Certain words recently brought into use in the United States in| of the United States, and of a report to him by the then secretary 
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the discussion of the taritf question. We allude to the terms nul- | of war, in answer to an application which had been made for 
jon and nullifier. The literal meaning of these words it is 


the appointment ef one or more of the United States engineers, 
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to make a survey of the coast between Cape Charles and Lewis 
Town creek, on the bay of Delaware. These documents were 
regarded as such an explicit refusal, on the part of the president, 
to comply with the request of the general assembly, and the re- 
tusal was placed upon such grounds, as to destroy all rational 
hope of obtaining any aid from the national government, for the 
time being, in promoting the object of the general assembly. But 
notwithstanding the refusal was made upon the constitutional 
groand that the improvements suggested, could not be regarded 
*as of a character to demand the attention of the national go- 
vernment;” yet, in a few weeks afterwards the secretary of war, 
by instruction of the president, said, that after the service of the 
year provided for by congress, shall be arranged and agreed on an 
engineer will, if practicable, be detailed to report to the executive 
of the state of Maryland, to make the survey in question. A 
communication from general Smith, one of our senators in con- 
gress, enclosing the letter from the secretary of war, from which 
the above extract is made, and also a subsequent communication 
from the secretary of war, to the late governor of this state, with 
n copy of the repiy thereto, is herewith submitted for your con 
sideration. They will apprise you of the manner and of the 
agency by which the abandonment of the ground assumed in 
the first instance, by the president was effected, as well as that 
the tender of a compliance with the request which was alter- 
wards made, was clogged with a condition, which, not having 
been anticipated and provided for, could not be accepted; and, 
that consequently, no benefit was derived from the seemingly 
favorable change in the president's views of the subject. 


I herewith transmit a communication of the president and 
directors of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, to- 
gether with their fifth annual report, exhibiting the progress of 
that work. It is with much satisfaction that I am enabied to 
felicitate you upon the rapid advancement of this magnificent 
enterprise, Which is so eminently calculated to develop the re- 
sources of Oue state, and by its continued extension attract to our 
commercial metropolis the vast and rapidly increasing commerce 
of the western country. Its value to our citizens, both present 
and prospective, has been so frequently and thoroughly demon- 
strated, that it would now be difficult to add any thing to the 
force of the arguments before the pnblic; but having seen the 
operations upon it, to its entire, present extent, lL may add that 
the aspirations of its most sanguine friends, may be considered as 
fully gratified. At no distant day Maryland will be higly distin- 
guished for advancement in internal improvement. 

Nothing will be wanted to secure the most triumphant suc- 
cess in her stupendous undertaking, but the requisite funds; and 
in acountry where public and private treasures are, at all times, 
abundantly, devoted to enterprises of real utlity, we have no oc- 
casion for fear on that head. 

The Susquehannah rail road is progressing and promises great 
benefits; but its ulterior success cannot be estimated, until a 
charter is granted by the state of Pennsylvania to that company, 
or in furtherance of its objects. 

These are the only parts of the message, that are not of a busi- 
ness character, and entirely local. 


LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA. 
Extracts from the annual message of gov. Floyd Dec 6. 

Whilst we were enjoying the abundance of last season, repusing 
in the peace and quirt of domestic comfurt and safety, we were 
sudarely erguned from that security by receiving information, that 
@ portion of our fellow-citizens had tallen victims to the relent- 
less fury of assassins and murderers, even whilst wrapped in pro- 
found sleep, and that those bivody deeds had been perpetrated in 
a spirit of wantonness and cruelty, unknown to savage warfare, 
even in their most revolting form. 


In August last, a banditti of slaves, consisting of but few at 
first, and not at any time exceeding a greater number than seven- 
ty, rose upon some of the unsuspecting and defenceless inhabit: 
ants of Southampton, and under circumstances of the most shock- 
ing and horrid barbarity, put to death sixty-one persons, of whom 
the greater number were women and helpless children.— Much of 
this bloody work was done on Monday morning, and on the day 
following, ubout ten o’clock, the last murder was committed.— 
The citizens of that and the adjacent counties ppemeey assem- 
bled, and all real danger was speedily terminated. , 

The conspiracy was at first believed to be general: wherefore I 
was indu to call into service, a force sufficient to crush, ata 
single blow, all opposing power, whatever might be its strength. 
To this end, detachments of light infantry from the seventh and 
fitty-fourth regiments, and from the fourth regiment of cavalry, 
and fourth light artillery, under captains Harrison and Richard- 
son, Were ordered to repair to the scene of action with all possible 
speed, and report to brigadier general Eppes, who had been de- 
sired to assume the command, and cali out his brigade. Arms and 
ammunition were amply furnished and thrown into all the coun- 
ties which were suspected of disaffection.—Two regiments in 
Brunswick and Greensviile, were called into service by their 
commanding officers, under the Jaw vesting them with power to 
do so, for such purposes. These troops = within the brigade 
commanded by brigadier general William H. Brodnax, that officer 
assumed the command, and remained in the ficld until all danger 
had passed. 

It gives me great pleasure to communicate to the general as- 
sembly, the high satisfaction I feel in bearing testimony to the 
aca!, promptitude and despatch with which every officer discharg- 
ed his duty, and the cheerful alacrity with which every citizen 
obeyed the call of the law. 

Though the call upon the light troops was so promptly obeyed, 
yet before their arrival, the revolt was subdued, and many of these 
deluded fanatics were either captured or were placed beyond the 





| Possibility of eseape; some had already been immolated by an ¢* 


i vited people. 

I feel the highest grutification in adding, that the readiest aid 
was afforded by commodore Elliot of the United States navy, and 
a detachment of sailors from the ship Natchez under his com. 

;mand, who, notwithstanding they had just returned from a Jong 
| and distant cruise, repaired to the scene of action with a highly 
lereditable alacritye Much is also due to col. House, the com- 
;manding efficer at fortress Mouroe, for the promptitude with 
| whieh he detached a part of his furce to our aid, under the com- 
) mand of lieutenant colonel Worth, to whom similar praise is due; 
as likewise to the officers and soldiers under his command, tor the 
promptitude with which they also repaired to our assistance so 
| soon as it came to their knowledge: all necessity for their co-ope- 
| ration had ceased before they reached their point of destination; 
| but they are not the less entitied to commendation on that account. 

All of those who participated in the bloody tragedy have expi- 

}ated their crimes, by undergoing public execution, whilst some 
| who had been condemned, have been reprieved for reasons which 
were deemed satisfactory.—There is much reason to believe that 
) the spirit of insurrection was not confined to Southampton; many 
, convictions have taken place elsewhere, and some few m distant 
| counties. From the documents which I herewith lay before you, 
| there is too much reason to believe those plans of treason, insur- 
/rection and murder, have been designed, planned and matured, by 
| unrestrained fanatics in some of the neighburing states, who find 

facilities in distributing their views and plans amongst our popu- 

lation, either through the post office, or by agents sent for that 
) purpose throughout our territory. . 


Upon inspecting these documents, and contemplating that state 
of things which they are intended to produce, I felt it my duty 
}to open a correspondence with the governors of some of the 
| neighboring powers of this confederacy, to preserve, as far as 
| possible, the good understanding which exists, and which ought 
‘to be cherished, between the d.ffirent members of this unicn. 
| he result of this correspondence will be made knuwn to you, as 
SOON as il is ascertained. 

The most active among ourselves, in stirring up the spirit of 
revolt, have been the negro preachers. They had acquired great 
ascendancy over the minds ot their fellows, and infused all their 
opinions, Which had prepared them for the development of the 
final design.— There is also some reasoy to believe, those preach- 
ers have a perfect understanding in relation to these plans, 
throughout the eastern counties—and have been the channels 
through which the inflammatory papers and pamphiets, brought 
here by the agents and emissaries frum other states, have been 
circulated amongst our slaves. The facilities thus afforded for 
plotting treason and conspiracy, to rebel and make insurrection, 
have been great; through the indulgence of the magistracy and 
the laws, large collections of slaves have been permitted to take 
place, at any time through the week, for the ostensible purpose 
of indulging in religious worship; but in many instances the real 
purpose with the preacher, was of a different character. ‘The 
sentiments, and sometimes the words, of these inflammatory pam- 
phiets, which the meek and charitable of other states have seen 
cause to distribute as fire-brands in the bosom of our society, have 
been read. What shall be thought of those fiends, who, having 
no interest in our community; nevertheless seek to excite a servile 
war?—a war, which exhausts itself in the massacre of unoffending 
women and children on the one side, and on the other, in the sa- 
erifice of all who have borne part in the savage undertaking. 
Not only should the severest punishment be inflicted upon those 
disturbers of our peace, whenever they or their emissaries are 
found within our reach, but decisive measures should be adopted 
to make all their measures abortive. The public good requires 
the negro preachers to be silenced, who, full of ignorance, are 
incapable of inculeating any thing but notions of the wildest su- 
perstition: thus preparing fit instruments in the hands of the 
cratty agitators to destroy the public tranquility. 

As the means of guarding against the possible repetition of these 
sanguinary scenes, I cannot fail to recommend to your early at- 
tention, the revision of all the laws, intended to preserve in due 
subord:mstion the slave population of our state.—In urging these 
considerations upon you, let me not be understood as expressing 
the slightest doubt or apprehension of general results—all com- 
munities are liable to suffer from the dagger of the murderer and 
midnight assassin, and it behoves them to guard against them.— 
With us, the first returning light dispels the danger, and soon 
witnesses the murderer in chains. 

Though means have been taken by those of other states to agi- 
tate our community, and discontent our slaves, and incite them 
to attempt an unattainable object, some proof is also furnished 
that for the class of free peopi- ot color, they have opened more 
enlarged views, and urge the achievement of a higher destiny by 
means foe the present less violent, but not differing in the end 
from those presented to the slaves. That class of the community. 
our Jaws have heretofore treated with indulgent kindness, and 
many instances of solicitude for their welfare have marked the 
progress of legistation.—If the slave is confined by law to the 
estate of his master, as it is advisabie he should be, the free peo- 
ple of color may, nevertheless, convey all the incendiary pam- 
phiets and papers with which we are sought to be inundated. 
his class, too, has been the first to place itself in hostile array 
against every measure d signed to remove them from amongst 
us.— Though it will be indispensably necessary for them to with- 
draw from this community, yet, in the spirit of kindness which 
has ever characterised the legislature of Virginia, it is submitted, 
whether as the last benefit which we ean confer upon them, it 
may not be wise to appropriate annnally, a sum of money to aid 
in their removal from this commonwealth, 

Whilst recent events had created apprehensions jn the minds of 
a few, some agitation was also more extensively felt wherefore it 
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was deemed prudent to arm the militia in a manner calculated to 
quiet all apprehensions, and arms were accordingly furnished to 
nearly all the regiments on the eastern frontier. The want of 
them, upon this sudven emergency, was so sensibly felt by those 
jn the vicinity of Norfolk, as to induce commodore Warrington, 
jn command of the navy yard in Gosport, to distribute a portion 
of the public arms under his care. ‘That gallant and patriotic 
officer did not hesitate to assume the responsibility of this step, 
and it is gratifying to perceive, thet his conduct has met the ap- 

robation of the public functionaries. The policy of disarming 
the militia, it is believed, was pursued as a measure of economy, 
as the men and officers had been culpably negligent in their at- 
tention to their preservation, so that many were lost, or by ne- 
gleet became unfit for service. Now, however, the necessity for 

reserving them jis distinetly felt, and a doubt cannot be enter- 
tained, that more care will be taken of them in future. I could 
not weigh the expense incurred by this measure, against the pos- 
sible sacrifice of life, much less the possible repetition of the 
scenes of Southampton. 

* dl 7 * e 

{Next follows a great deal of matter about canals or ro ads con- 
templated to be made, and of the advantages that will be deriva- 
ble from them when made—as it has been the custom to speak in 
Virginia for somewhere about fifty years past!) 

o Ld . * * 

It will be necessary to call your attention to the present condi- 
tion of our militia, and to recommend a thorough revision of the 
jaw on that subject.—Much of the strength and efficiency cf that 
kind of foree depends upon the promptness with which they can 
be ready for action, and some knowledge of the first duties of a 
soldier. 

Our light troops might be increased in every battalion and re- 
giment with great advantage to the service, aud ought to be en- 
couraged by privileges and exemptions, as they will always be the 
first called into service, and unlike the infantry of the line, they 
will be called out by whole companies instead of being detailed 
fur duty, as is now the case, with the body of the militia. From 
the dexterity and skill of our citizens in the use of the rifle, and 
a fondness for that kind of arms, as well as the great care and 
lime it requires to drill a regiment in the rifle exercise, the pro- 
priety of organizing them into regiments is suggested. 

From the position in which this state is placed and the attitude 
occupied by her, it becomes a matter of very serious reflection, 
whether a foree more available than the militia may not be ad- 
visable and attainable ata small expense. By a well-organized, 
intermediate force,even a foreign war might be sustained without 
disturbing the quiet operations of the government or of the farm- 
er. We have at this time an hundreu and thirty-nine regiments 
fulland strong.— Were one company to be authorised by law to 
be raised by voluntary enlistments from each regiment, or such 
number of regiments as would give the number of men required, 
and put spon the footing of the public guard, you would have a 
cheap and efficient army ready to perform any and every duty. 
These soldiers might be permitted to live at home and work their 
crops as heretofore, but at all times subject to the call of their 
officers. Some allowances should be made them, and the equip. 
ments of a soldier furnished, as an inducement to enlist, to be 
drilled onee a month for as many days as the general assembly 
should think proper, and whilst on drill, to receive ample pay for 
his time; but no other pay allowed, unless embodied for service— 
when his pay and allowances should be the same as that received 
by the public guard vow in service. 

[Next we have several paragraphs on local subjects. The uni- 
versity is Mentioned with much approbation, and its prosperity 
proclaimed.) 

° * ad * ? 

Our treasury will be found ina highly prosperous condition; 
ond affords proof of the energies of the state, as it maintains its 
position under so much misrule in the government which acts 
upon our exports. The unexpended balance in the treasury, at 
the end of the fiscal year 1830, was 88.941 dollars and 86 cents— 
that which remained in the treasury at the end of the fiscal year, 
1831, was 106,595 dollars and 71 cents. The actual »mount in the 
treasury on the first day of the present month, was 324,689 dollars 
and 27 cents. 

e s . = 

The constitution of our state has made it the duty of the go- 
vernor *to communicate to the legislature, at every session, the 
condition of the commonwealth.” To discharge this duty, it will 
be necessary for me to call your attention to our federal relations. 

The deep interest felt by ali the states, in the manner in which 
that part of their concerns has been managed by the federal go- 
verament, to which they have delegated certain defined and lim- 
ited powers, would make me highly culpable if I failed to notice 
them, or omitted to speak of them to you as they deserve. The 
general assembly have never failed to keep a watchful eye over 
those rights which were reserved to the states, and to the people 
by the compact or constitution—when the several states, for their 
own benefit and convenience, created the federal government. 
That government, merely the agent of the states, and only allow- 
td to exercise those powers which were intended to operate ex- 
ternally, and upon nations foreign to those composing the conte- 
deracy, has too often transcended the limits prescrived to it, and 
evinces an increasing disregard to the rights of the states, by the 
Passage of unconstitutional acts, and by propositions for others, if 
it be possible, ofa still more unwarrantable character. The com- 
plaints, memorials, and prot: sts of some of the sovereign states of 
this confederacy have been unnoticed or disregarded, and the 
Constitution seems about to be merged in the wili of an unre- 
‘trained majority. No one can now doubt the tendency of 
that g£overninent, or the numerous evils Which must ensue, unless 
*Peedily arrested in its downward eareer. If the will of that ma- 








jority is unrestrained, and that government is suff-red to search 
through their own records, for precedents upon which to found 
their claim to power, and thus melt away the solder of the fede- 
ral chain, by making that constitutional now, because heretofore 
the same acts have been done by themselves, it is equivalent to 
the actual destruction of that instrument, and the substitution of 
a government unrestrained in its powers, and unlimited in its 
sway. Itiseven now strongly insinuated that the states cannot 
interpose to arrest an unconstitutional measure; if so, there is al- 
ready no limit to federal power, and our short experience has 
shewn us the utter insufficiency of all restreints upon parch- 
ment. 

Virginia resisted the usurpations of Eng!and, and encountered 
the hazard of war for political existence, and sought to guard 
against oppression, that her citizens might « njoy the liberty which 
belonged to them, and appropriate to their own use that which 
their labor had earned. The tariff law, of which all the south- 
ern states so justly complain, is calculated to take from our citi- 
zens the profit they have earned by their industry, and is also a 
violation of the constitution.—Not only has this been done, but 
laws have been passed appropriating the public money for pur- 
poses foreign to, and unwarranted by, the constitution. Agents 
have been appointed to negociate treaties without consulting the 
senate—and propositions have been made to seize upon the sur- 
plus revenue in the treasury of the United States, to be divided 
among the states according to representation, though some of 
them export nothing, and consequently contribute little to that 
fund—which is in reality reducing the states to the condition of 
vassals and pensioners, paid by funds illegally exacted from them. 

If these laws, these acts, and this claim to power, be constitu- 
tional, the constitution of the United States has been misunder- 
stood, and is insufficient to accomplish the objects for which it 
was designed—that of preserving our liberties and our rights—if 
they are unconstitutional, the federal government has usurped 
the rights of the states, and by constituting itself the sole judge of 
its powers, has created a new political system, subversive of that 
to which allegiance is due. 

If the legislative expediency is to triumph over constitutional 
rights, and the obligation of oaths be disregarded, then all human 
means for the security of liberty will avail us nothing, and free 
dom is gone forever. 

We may see these laws continued by states, combining to ad- 
vance their own local interests, and using their power to oppress 
the minority. which would then be without redress. These cone 
siderations ought not to be disregarded, at least by the southern 
states, who are the minority, but the producers and exporters of 
the products which bring into the treasury the wealth, to obtain 
which, all the safeguards of liberty are about to be crumbled to 
pieces. No state has made so many sacrifices for this union as 
Virginia, to which she has been so much devoted. She has calm- 
ly awaited the period when a returning sense of justice would 
lead to an alleviation of her burthens. and an abandonment of 
those unconstitutional measures. Galling as the oppression has 
been, under which we have labored, we have been content to 
make our situation known through our members in congress, and 
by legislative resolves. Heretofore the public debt has beén the 
pretext for this oppression. Now, however, itis upon the eve of 
extinction, when, for the sake of union, if not justice, we hope a 
change in these fatal measures.—But, I fear, coomed to disap- 
pointment, we must now prepare to combat a scheme which has 
been suggested, and has enlisted, or is likely to enlist, strong in- 
terest in its support. I refir to the scheme of distributing the 
surplus revenue among the states. The legislatures of two of the 
largest states have already expressed for it their approval; and 
the president of the United States has recommended it to congress 
in his two last annual messages. No scheme could be devised 
more ruinous to us and the other southern states, than this. 
Should it be adopted, all hope of relief from this oppressive sys- 
tem of measures will have vanished,as each 5 ear will show results 
which will present the strongest allurements to their increase: 
those who contribute least, will be tempted to urge forward the 
most oppressive expedients to increase their portion of the spoil— 
while those who pay most, at best reerive back but a small por- 
tion of what themselves contribute;—thus producing the combi- 
nation of large states, to tax the smaller tor local purposes, and 
to draw money from the pockets of one portion of this confede- 
racy to evrich another. All other questions which have already 
agitated congress and the people, will be lost in this most terrible 
of all,and calculated to appal the stoutest mind. A judicious 
tariff will then mean, that system which will lead to the greater 
exactions upon the south; and must, if persevered in, lead to the 
utter subversion of the entire frame of government. If the hn- 
gering hope which is still entertained should again be disappoint. 
ed, it will rest with the people, and with you their representatives, 
to adopt such measures as may be deemed necessary to guard 
them against the evils of a system not only unconstitutional. but 
unjust, oppressive and rujnous—nor will you be deterred by threats 
from any quarter from pursuing the course which duty requir. s, 
The strong arm of power will never be able to crush the spirit of 
freemen, or deter them from exereising their rights, and inter- 
posing barriers to the progress of usurpation. — 

Wishing you a pleasant session and a happy issue to all your 
deli: rations, Iam, gentlemen, your fellow citizen, 

JOHN FLOYD, 





SOUTH CAROLINA. 
In the last Register, page 334 we gave a copy of the report of 
a committee of the senate of this state on federal relations; god 
now present the following eatracts trom a similar committee of 
the house of representatives, The letter of president Jackson to 
eertain citizens of Charleston of 14th June, 1881—(see vol. 40, 
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page 351) seems irrevocably to have excited the opposition of the 
**nullifiers.” 


“No written form of government can be devised which may 
not be liable to various constructions—no free government can 
exist without party differences. Hitherto the wise and patriotic 
men who have administered the general government have been 
careful—as well from a sense of official dignity, as from the more 
important consideration of the dangerous weight of official au- 
thority, vot to mingle in the party contests of the citizens. It is 
not only calculated to excite regret, bur other feelings, which the 
committee will not trust itself to express, that the state of South 
Carolina has been selected for the first instance of this unauthor- 
ised intrusion—as the first example of an attempt to close politi- 
cal discussion, by the terror of executive power, or to throw into 
the scale of party the weight of the executive sword. While, as a 
member of this confederacy, and anxious for the dignity of its 
chief executive, the state of South Carolina cannot but regret 
every occurrence which may degrade that dignity—yet her feel- 
ings are of a sterner and deeper character—when her citizens 
within her own jurisdiction, in the exercise of unquestionable 
constitutional right, are denounced as disorganizers and threat- 
ened with military interference. Whatever emotions, however, 
there may be, they are not those of terror. Ours is a government 
of law, and not of force—of opinion, not of will. In the absolute 
supremracy of the law, we know that a president or a private citi- 
wen is equally amenable to its tribunal, and that a threat from 
either against the other is of equal validity. 

if, however, the allusion of the president be not to the public 
discussion of opinions differing from his own, then it must be a 
proposed course of legislative action which he denounced asa 
plan of disorganization. In this view of the president’s letter, 
the legislature has to consider not an invasion of the rights of the 
citizen merely, but an attempt to fetter its own freedom of ac- 
tion. 

The committee finds it difficult to find language at once suita- 
ble to the occasion and the dignity of this house. - 

Is thie legislature to be schooled and rated by the president of 
the United States? 

; -t Se legislate under the suspended sword of the commander 
in chief? 

Is the will of one man to be substituted for deliberation—and 
the enactments of this body to be fashioned by an edict from a 

resident not only avowing a right to annul a law when passed, 

ut practically assuming a right to interpose while it is yet under 
discussion? The executive of a most limited government; the 
agent of an agency? but a part of a creature of the states, under- 
takes to prescribe a line of conduct to a free and sovereign state, 
ander a denunciation of pains and penalties. It cannot but be 
esteemed a signal instance of forbearance, calmly to inquire into 
this assumed power of the president over the states. Under no 
part of the constitution or penal Jaw of congress, known to the 
committee, is the crime of disorganiaation recognised or made 
punishable. It is to be lamented that in denouncing a crime and 
threatening punishment, the president had not used terms of more 
definite import. 

If, by the vague generality of the word disorganization, be in- 
tended as the context may perhaps indicate, that a plau of dis- 
union existed in this state, it will be equally difficult to fix upon 
any constitutional or legal authority, or any thing in the nature 
of our institutions, which imposes any duty or grants any power 
to the president to prevent it. Thisis a confederacy of suvercign 
states, and each may withdraw from the confederacy whenever it 
chooses—such proceedings would neither be treason or insurrec- 
tion, nor a violation of any portion of the constitution. It isa 
right which is inherent in a sovereign state, and has not been de- 
Jegated by the states of this union. Whether assuming such an 
attitude might be the cause of war on the part of the general go- 
vernment, may be questioned, but there can be no question that 
the president could not declare war. . But the Committee deem it 
unnecessary to discuss a mere hypothetical question, the possible 
occurrence of which, if the president has coutemplated it, is the 
result of his entire ignorance of the feelings and purposes of this 
state. 

No one denies that it is his right and duty to see that the laws 
of the United States be faithfully executed, and no portion of the 
union will be more prompt to recognise the right or to. sustain 
aud assist bim in the duty, than the state of South Carolina—but 


at the same time, if in the deliberate judgment of this state, act- | 


ing in her sovereign capacity, any enactment of congress is decid- 
ed to be in violation of the constitution, and therefore nut jaw, 
that judgment is paramount, and if the executive or all the com- 
bined departments of the general government, endeavor to en- 
foree such enactments, it is by the law of tyrants, the exertion of 
brute force. If such a case should occur, which we pray a wise 
Providence to avert, the state will throw herself on the protection 
of that Providence, and if her destiny be slavery, she will not be 
mocked by the forms of a free government. 

Resolved, That the letter of the president of the United States, 
to sundry citizens of this state, is an unauthorised interference 
jn the affairs of this state, that the principles advanced in it are 
incompatible with the constitution, and subversive of the rights 
of the states: that the threatened course of executive conduct 
would, if acted upon, destroy the liberties of this country, and as 
a threat, is of dangerous precedent, and highly repulsive to the 
feelings of a free people.” 





LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA. 
Extract from the inaugural address of gow Gayle, of Alabama. 
*The power claimed for a state to interpose its authority to 
prevent the execution of an act of congress within its limits, has 
given rise to much intemperate discussion, and produced an excite- 
ment which threatens the harmony, if not the existence of the 
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union. However desirable it may be to awaken the general go. 
vernment to a sense of the injuries which the restrictive and pro- 
hibitory system is inflicting upon the southern states, it is jp- 
finitely more important that this alarming controversy should be 
specdily and amicably adjusted. I say alarming, because in the 
Opinion of many of the great and good men of our country, ir 
will lead to the catastrophe of the republic. 

On an occasion like the present, a brief outline of my opinion 
is all that would be proper. or could be expected. 

The constitution of the United States was established, it is true, 
by the people of the several states as separate and independent 
communities; but it cannot .be denied that the very act of its 
adoption, for all the purposes for which it was designed, convert. 
ed them into one undivided whole. A goversment was formed for 
the people. and it acts on them individually as members of the 
same extensive community. The relation which the people bear 
to the state and general government is strikingly similar. Both 
originated from the same source—both operated upon the people 
in the same manner, and the same obedience is due to both. Each 
is emphatically the government of the people, and patriotism 
dictates that their affections should be placed as much on the one 
as the other. A distinguished patriot of the revolution, Pat. 
rick Henry, in remarking on this subject, ina public address, ob. 
served that a county is to a state what a state is to the union, 
The analogy is just in many respects, and particularly as it re. 
gards the right of either to set the laws at defiance. The people 
of a state being a small minority of the population of all the 
states, have no greater constitutional right to resist the laws of 
the union, than the people of a county have to resist the laws of 
a statee When it becomes necessary to resort to resistance, its 
justification rests alone in the sacred principle which proclaims 
the right of any community to protect itself against oppression. 
If then, one is a government of the people, if the laws are made 
by the authority of all, and according to the forms of the consti- 
tution, it is inconceivable how the right can be set up in a single 
state to abrogate them, ; 

If it be asked what means of redress are to be resorted to, ina 
case of usurpation by the gencral government of powers not de 
legated? I answer to the same that are provided against the en- 
croachment of the state functionaries—to the elective principle, 
and to the tribunal whose province it is to restrain the legislature 
within the pale of the constitution. If these fail it is to be a» 
cribed not to any defect in the constitution, but to a want of 
political honesty—to an absence of virtue and patriotism, without 
which there is but little preference for one form of governmen 
over another. ‘ 

It was obviously the design of the compact by which the union 
was established, to submit to the general goverament the contro! 
of our foreign affairs, while our domestic and internal concerns 
were to be left to the management of the states. When it isre- 
membered that the constitution was constantly and necessarily 
liable to be construed by thirteen states, all independent of each 
other, and acting without concert, in obtaining its sense and 
meaning; it cannot be supposed that the convention would over. 
look the collisions which would unavoidably arise between the 
federal and state authorities, concerning the boundaries of jv 
risdiction. It was indispensable to the success of the scheme, that 
these collisions should be guarded against, and hence the several 
provisions in the constitution on this subject form a prominent 
feature in that instrument. 

**The constitution and laws of the United States and treaties 
made under their authority, are declared to be the supreme law 
of the land, and the judges of every state shall be bound thereby. 
‘The judicial power shall extend to all cases in law and equiy 
arising under the constitution and laws of the United States, and 
treaties made under their authority.” 

Should these provisions in the national compact be observed 
with a due regard to the objects which they were designated (0 
attain, and be submitted to in the spirit in which they were adopted, 
occasions for complaining against the federal or state governments 
would seldom occur. 

Give to the judiciary the legitimate participation in the oper’ 
tion of the government, and it will be found a wall of defence 
a sanctuary to which all may flee with full confidence of protec 
tion. It will be alike unmoved by the assaults of ambition and 
the excitements of prejudice. Unconnected with the strife of 
contending political parties, and uncontaminated by the passion 
produced by party,it will hold the even tenor of its way; dispeis 
ing justice with an impartial hand, and deciding upon our 
rights in the very spirit of the constitution. 

From these, aud other views which the oceasion does not per 
mit me to express, 1 am thoroughly convinced that the consti" 
tion does not authorise the power contended for, and that the 
exercise of it could have no other effect than to introduce i 
greatly more to be deprecated than those of which it is intence 
to be the remedy. It may possibly serve for a time to mitigs' 
the disease of the body politic, but it would at the same tyme 
infuse @ poison into the system, that would not fail to bring % 
premature decay. inca 

Should the president conceive that his duty requires him ; 
see that the laws be faithfuliy exeeuted,” of which there is but Hitt 
room to doubt, the war of argument would cease; the strife ° 
blood would commence, and the government would perish a 
the perils and horros of civil discord. But, if these apprehensioy 
be groundless, if the prediction be verified which has been ™* 
by the advocates of this doctrine, that the executive would if 
the right thus claimed for a state, the result would vot be ot 
ferent. If it be allowed to one state to resort to this exper 
the example would soon be imitated by others; acts of nul oo 
tion will become as frequent as the sessions of congress. 4° ht 
way the constitution wight linger for a few years throve 


sickly existence; but it would at last be driven to the same fatal 
destiny.” 





